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[ £ditorial.] 
Calendar. 


: May 1. Southern Christian Convention, at Burlington, 
N. C 


- May 2.—Inauguration of President Moffitt, Elon College, 
N. -€, 


May 5—Otsego Quarterly Conference, at Otsego, N. Y. 

May 4.—Tioga River Quarterly Conference, at West 
Branch, Pa. 

May 5.—Fulton and Saratoga Quarterly Conference, at 
Cranberry Creek, Fulton County, N. Y. 

May 9.—Christian Biblical Institute Trustees. 

May 18.—New Jersey Conference, at Madisonville, Pa. 

May 24.—Miami (Ohio) Conference institute, at the 
Laura Church, 

May 31.—Palmer College spring term ends. 

June 5.—New York Eastern Ministerial Institute, at Med- 
way. 

June 1-5.—Palmer College commencement exercises. 

June §.—Elon College Trustees. 

June 6.—Kansas State Conference. 

June 6.—Kansas College Trustees and commencement. 

Jurne 7.—Elon College commencement. 

June 8.—Weaubleau College graduating exercises. 

June 8.—Union Christian College oratorical contest 

June 9.—Starkey Seminary Trustees. 

June-10..~+Home mission offering. 

June 10.—Union Christian College baccalaureate sermon. 

June 10.—Defilance College bacealaureate Sunday, 

June 12-15.—Starkey Seminary regents’ examinations. 

June 12.—Union Christian College stockholders’ and trus- 
tees’ meetings. ; 

June 13.—Pnion Christian College commencement. 

June 14.—Defiance College Commencement. 

June 17.—Starkey Seminary baccalaureate sermon. 

June 16.—Defiance College summer school opens. 
June 17.—Blection of Weaubleau College Trustees. 
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June 19.—Defiance College summer school opens. 

June 20.—Starkey Seminary commencement. 

September 1.—Miami (Ohio) Conference, at Piqua, 

September 9.—Educational offering. 

September 19.—Christian Biblical Institute (1906-1907) 
school year begins. 

September 25.—Defiance College fall term opens. 

October 9-15.—Quadrennial Convention, at Huntington, 
Indiana. 

December 9.—A. C. C. offering. 


The Sober, Second Thought. 

Our readers are all aware that a meeting of 
the three denominations, Congregationalists, 
Methodist Protestants and United Brethren in 
Christ, was. held in Dayton in February to 
effect union. From the outside, the following 
editorial appeared in the Journal and Messen- 
ger (Baptist), of February 15, 1906, saying 
much in little: 


An attempt to not only afiiliate, but to actually 
merge into each other the three denominations, Con- 
gregationalists, Protestant Methodists and United 
Brethren, was in progress for several days of last 
week, at Dayton, O. It is said to have been a ver 
delightful gathering, and many good things were said 
and done. The reports given in the secular papers 
were hardly satisfactory, and we do not feel perfectly 
sure as to what was accomplished. It is said that 
union is certain, though it does not seem to be im- 
minent—in less than three years. It was easy to 
vote to drop all the present names, but it was not 
so easy to agree upon a new and general name. “The 
United Churches of America” was proposed, but was 
not agreed upon. It would be a very cumbersome 
name, if adopted, and it would mean still a certain 
lack of oneness. It is understood that the polity 
adopted is to be somewhat like that of the Congre- 
gationalists, with a conference system added. In 
any case all must be referred back to the several de- 
nominations interested, and must be adopted by them 
all, before this can become operative. Of course, 
anything less than unanimity must be fatal to the plan, 
since a small minority of any one of them can keep 
up the denominational hame and retain its trusts. 

The earlier accounts of the meeting placed 
emphasis on its unanimity, and the spirit of 
harmony prevailing. It is easy te understand 
that with all (who had a Christian spirit) 
there would be decided effort to avoid anything 
unnecessarily schismatic. It is also easy to 
understand that these brethren who considered 
the plan feasible and desirable would. be the 
ones to attend such a meeting. This principle 
of human nature is illustrateed by the follow- 
ing article by R. M. Montgomery, in the Re- 
ligious Telescope (United Brethren), of April 
18, 1906 :-— 


But as my mind is in the same state as for some 
months past, and only one side of the argument seems 
to be presented, I cannot form an intelligent conclu- 
sion. In the matter of church union, I notice that 
at our last General Conference, when opposition 
seemed to be present, it was hushed by the promise 
that the adopting of the syllabus did not mean or- 
ganic union, but merely a federation, and quite a 
number of the delegates who voted for the adoption 
of the syllabus said at the time that they were not 
in favor or organic union. Now, I find many through- 
out the church are not. and yet the whole matter 
seems to me to be discussed and planned by those 
who.are enthusiastically in favor of organic union. 

At our annual conferences there seems to be only 
one side to the question, when there are men often 
present who would like at least to hear the other 
side presented, so that they might form an intelli- 








































gent conclusion. Such arguments as this present 
themselves to me, and as yet the fraternal greetings, 
which, I may say, are nice, consist largely of sugar- 
coated phrases, and give me no light. 

Some time ago Bishop. Weekly presented a table 
in the Teicscope from which I gleaned this fact, as 
nearly as I remember: There are about 250,000 mem- 
bers of the United Brethren in Christ, about 200,000 
Methodist Protestant, and 650,000 Congregationalists. 
If this be true, when they are united in one body 
where the majority rules, what have you but a Con- 
gregationalist body? 

While I believe great good is coming out of the 
federation movement, when it comes to submitting 
this question to the vote of the people, I think organic 
union of these three bodies will be impossible. Con- 
gregationalists, generally, do not talk like these 
representative men who bear fraternal greetings, and 
take part on joint committees. It is a common ex- 
perience with me to meet brethren of the ministry 
and laity in lowa who say, What we will do when we 
become one church? and never fail to call attention 
to the fact of their very liberal polity, and the ease 
with which the other denominations could adapt 
themselves to the same. What does it matter as to 
concessions made in the beginning of such a move- 
ment? That the majority has the right of rule in 
any organization 1 think will not be disputed. So it 
seems to me, concessions aré useless now. If a num 
ber of United Brethren in Christ want to be Congre- 
gationalists, that chureh has already denionstrated 
its willingness to take them, and the United Brethren 
in Christ has demonstrated its willingness to let them 
go. I do net see the wisdom of appealing to a people 
as loyal United Brethren to build a “skyseraper” 
Publishing House, and memorial colleges and 
churches, to give to some one else. The argument of 
strength doesn’t seem-to hold out well. All three of 
these organizations to-day need, it seems to me, 
practically the same thing, and I cannot see how 
bringing together three needs will make one supply. 
May I express my fear that in. the case of this or- 
ganic union there will be a strong denomination of 
probably 800,000 members with the property of these 
three churches, while there will be about 300,000 who 
have labored just as hard for a church home and to 
spread the gospel of Christ that will be homeless. 
I fear the sacrifice is far too great to be overbalanc- 
ed by the little good that may come from it. 

Iederation seems to me to be the call of God to- 
day, and the remaining need is far above organic 
union. It is union in Christ,—all that that ean 
mean, 

it may be I will be considered out of place, but I 
mean well, and would like to be shown the why of 
both sides of the question. R. M. MONTGOMERY. 

Castalia, Iowa. 

The presentation of only one side of the 
question, to which this brother refers, must 
not be construed as refiecting dishonorably on 
those who manage the union enterprise; for 
it is not their duty to present the side which 
they do not believe; and, having the machin- 
ery in their hands, it is simply natural that the 
one side is made prominent, seeing that the ad- 
herents of the other side shrink from opposing 
their officers as well as from opposing what 
is styled union. This creditable shrinking 
from openly opposing a great enterprise in its 
very beginning is seen in a letter published 
in the Telescope of April 4, 1906, in which are 
the following passages :— 

I, with hundred of others, feel very loath to give 
up many of our beloved church principles. There is 
not a letter about its name but what I love. I would 
like to have all those who feel about it as I do ex- 
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press themselves while they can, and do not wait until 
it is too late, and then begin to complain that our 
leaders have given our church away for something 
else. It is not necessary that we express our thoughts 
through the church paper; but we can correspond 
with each other, and express ourselves one to another 
and then, when the time comes to vote, act for our- 
selves. 

And this proposition to keep the discussion 
out of the public papers is commented on as 
follows by the editor of the Telescope:— 

There are some good suggestions in this brother’s 
letter, and that is why. we give it. One of them is 
that the members of the church correspond with each 
other and thus exchange views on the.church union 
question. This is both sensible and practical. It 
would be utterly impossible to publish all that every 
one will feel like saying in the Telescope. The paper 
will afford free discussion of the subject through its 
columns, as far as that can be done. Both sides 
must and will be given a hearing. The United Breth- 
ren church can never be stampeded into organic union 
by a few would-be leaders against the will of the 
majority of its membership. Any attempt of that 
kind, were it made, would be disastrous. There must 
be wise, conservative leadership. The opinions, both 
pro and con must be respected. Brotherly kindness 
and charity must be exercised. A fair election must 
and will be held, and as full a vote as possible polled, 
and then, every loyal United Brethren will bow to 
the will of the majority, thus expressed. 

Afterward the Telescope shows the remote- 
ness of the union; stating that the vote will 
uot be taken until a time three years away. Pos- 
sibly, also, that sentence is wisely written to 
check the clamor of present opposition. But 
we do not approve the plan of having the dis- 
cussion carried on by letters: for only a few 
of the people can hear the arguments, if they 
do not appear openly in the denominational 
press. In another J'elescope, concerning -the 
point of open discussion, Rev. A. C. Wilmore, 
1). D., said :— 

The extraordinary action of the recent Tri-Church 
Council should receive the most careful and thorough 
consideration on the part of the three interested 
churches. It has been intimated that the promoters 
of the movement are so determined to propagate the 
plans of that council that, if necessary, an ecclesi- 
astical censorship: may be maintained to suppress 
proposed publication of opposition sentiments. I 
trust that such intimation does not properly repre- 
sent the existing conditions relative to this new de- 
parture of modern ecclesiastics. 

As the national questions of tariff, finance, inter- 
state and interoceanic commerce demand the bene- 
ficial regulation of public discussion, so the church 
question of organic union requires a full and im- 
partial discussion. 

It may be proper to state that I am not one of 
those that oppose organic union upon any and all 
terms. I am in favor of it when it can be accom- 
plished on the principles of justice and integrity. In 
testimony of this declaration the reader is referred 
to the record of my vote in favor of the syllabus at 
our last General Conference. The view expressed at 
that time is still entertained. I do not, however, sub- 
scribe to the dogma of the infallibility of the General 
Conference, or of the Tri-Church Council. Notwith- 
standing the fact that I approve the syllabus, I do 
not endorse all of the acts of the recent Tri-Church 
Council. 

As United Brethren in Christ we have a sacred 
compact. If we proceed to accept the plan of the 
Dayton Council, we may violate the articles of that 
compact. 

We cannot afford to be classed with the ‘nullifica- 
tionist in order to achieve the distinction of member- 
ship in a large denomination. 

A church union, accomplished at the sacrifice of 
a solemn covenant, would be unworthy of the revered 
name which we bear. 

The compact to which I refer is found in Article 
Il.. of our Constitution, and on pages 16 and 17 of 
our Discipline. The article expressly says that “the 
General Conference * * * shall be subject to the 
following limitations and restrictions :—” 

“Section 1. The General Conference shall. enact no 
rule or ordinance which shall change or destroy the 


Confession of Faith, and shall establish no standard 
of doctrine contrary to the Confession of Faith.” 

“Section 2. The General Conference shall enact no 
rule which will destroy the itinerant plan.” : 

Section three relates to the votes of local preach 
ers, and section four sustains the right of appeal: 

There is no provision, either in the Constitution 
or the usages of the Church, by which we can destroy 
our Confession of Faith or our itinerant plan. 

We could revise our Confession of Faith so as to 
conform to a tri-church creed by a two-thirds vote 
of our General Conference, ratified by three-fourths 
of the annual conferences, 

There is no provision, either in the Constitution 
or the usages of the church, whereby we can de- 
stroy our itinerant plan, or abolish the right of ap- 
peal. Whatever the three churches undertake in 
the way of organic union, our Confession of Faith, 
itinerant plan, and the right of appeal should be 
incorporated in the basic principles of the united 
churches. As true Christians and upright men and 
women, we will not consent to do less than that. 

The proposed Confession of Faith reported to the 
Dayton Council is subject to the following criticisms: 

In the first article the following is incorporated: 
“Our bond of union consists * * * in one con- 
sent * * * to that substance of Christian doc- 
trine which is common to the creeds and confessions 
which we have inherited from the past.” Our Con- 
gregationalist brethren have inherited the Westinins- 
ter and Savoy confessions, both of which are dis- 
tinctly Calvinistic. In the third article, it reads: 
“We believe that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, 
and of Christ, moves the hearts of men,” ete. The 
clause, “the Spirit of God, and of Christ,” should be 
revised, or eliminated, as by such construction of 
language the distinction and personality of the Holy 
Ghost may be misunderstood. : 

The proposed creed also fails to incorporate any- 
thing relative to the doctrines of the trinity, endless 
punishment, and the divine call to the ministry. 
The formulated creed of the ptoposed church opens 
the door to unorthodoxy and universalism. 


But Dr. Wilmore is in error in stating that 
the Dayton creed fails to teach the trinity. 
It does it in the powerful sentence as quoted 
from the creed by him, “Our bond of union 
consists * * * in one consent * * * to that sub- 
stance of Christian doctrine which is common 
to the creeds and confessions which we have 
inherited from the past.” . The very bond of 
union is thus said to be creedal.. And the 
creeds which they refer to all teach the trinity. 
The Congregationalists inherited the (Presby- 
terian) Westminster Confession of Faith, and 
they have never rejected it. - Now they consent 
to it, with its Calvinism. And that is the 
“bond of union” for the three denominations. 

It is thus evident that the sober, second 
thought of brethren of one denomination of the 
three is laying hold of its people. Now turn 
to another denomination, and see if they are 
unanimous for the consolidation. 


The Advance, the most accurately represen- 
tative Congregationalist paper in America, in 
its issue of March 29, 1906, used the follow- 
ing language :— 

The editor of The Advance has made no secret of 
his objection to certain clauses of the polity 
set forth at the Dayton Conference for the pro- 
posed church union. He said so,when the matter was 
discussed by the Congregational delegation, and he 
has not changed his opinion. He felt that so much 
concession on the part of the Congregationalists was 
not necessary, and this view of the matter is now 
confirmed by the Religious Telescope, the Dayton 
organ of the United Brethren. -The Telescope says: 

“The editor of The Advance objects to some of the 
articles of the polity as a greater temptation to one- 
man power than should be permitted. We agree 
with Dr. Adams. In fact, we- have long since felt 
that in so far as our chureh polity affords ‘an oppor- 
tunity for ecclesiastical bossism,’ and tends to arouse 


in ambitious men ‘the disposition to manipulate 
things,’ in so far it is seriously defective. 


“That it does these objectionable things no well- 
informed United Brethren can truthfully deny. Who 
has not noticed or heard of cases where men, anxious 
to retain the presiding eldership, or secure election 
thereto, as a stepping-stone to a seat in the General 


Conference, have thrust forward for membership in 
the Annual Conference men not at all qualified for 
license, and turned down others who were worthy, 
simply because they knew they could command the 
votes of one class, and could not command the votes 
of the others? Are there not instances in which our 
polity has permitted place-seekers, by “manipulating 
things,’ to thrust themselves forward into high, re- 
sponsible positions of power, who, when once secure 
in the coveted place, have sought to carry things 
their own way, even to the extent of so manipulat- 
ing matters in the appointment of delegates to impor- 
tant church meetings, filling vacancies therein, and 
in the appointment of committees, as to choose only 
such as thought as they themselves thought on the 
subject in hand, and would virtually do their bidding, 
while other men, equally competent, or more so, 
were passed by or kept to the rear, to the detriment 
of the best interests of the cause of Christ?’ 


And the same paper, Advance, of April 12th, 
has these words, with reference to the lan- 
guage of its former editor :— 


Dr. GILBERT ON CHURCH UNIon.—Dr. Simeon Gil- 
bert is widely known among the readers of The Ad- 
vance as a former editor and a. writer whose ability 
for fine analysis and penetrating view was greatly 
appreciated. Many, therefore, will be interested in 
his views respecting the proposed union of three 
churches and of the plan tentatively adopted at 
Dayton. In an article which Dr. Gilbert wrote for 
The Standard, the Baptist paper of Chicago, he dis- 
cussed the proposed polity at some length. After 
saying that the creed is pretty sure to meet with 
general approval, he asks: 


But what of the new form of church polity for 
the unified churches under which the three bodies are 
asked to live and work? How shall two, much less 
three, walk together except they be agreed? The 
Methodist Protestants when breaking away from the 
mother church did so as a protest against “bishops.” 
But the United Brethren have bishops; and 
the Congregational watchword used to be “a 
church without a bishop.” ‘Times may in- 
deed change, points of view alter, and names 
once definite enough, come to have but fluid 
meaning. The United Brethren are willing to drop 
the term bishop, provided they retain substantially 
the thing. The Methodist Protestants, if spared the 
name bishop, will consent to superintendents exer- 
cising much the same functions. The Congregational 
representatives at the Dayton conference fancy it 
may be a good thing for Congregationalism itself 
to be somewhat more compactly organized. 

Each annual conference is to elect a_ presiding 
officer “who shall for the year give his whole time 
to superintending the work of the churches.” Like- 
wise the general conference shall elect a presiding 
officer who also shall give his whole time to superin- 
tending the work of the whole new body of churches, 
with all their missionary organizations. Surely a 
pretty extensive function for any one man. 

Of course the Congregational churches of America 
can change their historic polity, if they want to; 
change not their name only, but the things which 
the name has thus far stood for.. But just now the 
committees representing them appear to have some- 
what overrun. their game. This prominence given 
to the one-man power is quité a new thing. Great 
organizations of long historic growth are not to be 
easily made over, nor are the Congregationalists a 
people likely to be easily stampeded. The matter is 
still in the hands of the “committee of fifteen’ from 
each of the three bodies. It is said that the Con- 
gregationalists, being the stronger body, “can afford 
to be generous.” There are some’ things which to 
give away would suggest a quite different word 
from generosity. 

When the question of name came up a -leading 
member of the United Brethren, with an emphasis 
that seems to have been effective, declared that if 
the name “Congregational” was “to be retained they 
might as well stop short where they were.’ At this 
point a Congregational delegate prudently moved 
that the question of name be postponed until all the 
other. points for agreement shall have been settled. 
So the impression was left that Congregationalists 
might, after all, consent to disown their historic 
denominational banner, with its inseparable sacred 
and majestic traditions and associations. 

If, however, Congregational churches were urged 
to discard their sacramental banner, break with their 
history and reconstruct their polity on a new scheme 
of practical, though not nominal, superintending 
bishops, the strong probability is that a goodly part 
of them might prefer to seek affiliation either with 
Baptists, who are “naturally” Congregational, or with 
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Methodists, whose nominal episcopacy is at any 
rate not of the one-man sort, and has its very care- 
fully guarded limitations; or else with Presbyterians, 


whose graded and yet concentric system of church . 


session, presbytery, synod and general assembly, does 
not to-day greatly need further ecclesiastical tinker- 
ing, and with whose history the past three centuries 
the Congregational life and growth and entire enter- 
prise have been so signally and mutually related, 
and which, at all events, is a thoroughgoing “repre- 
sentative democracy” and knows nothing of any one- 
man personal superintendency. 

A great church organization is not something that 
ean be pulled up by the roots, reconstructed and re- 
planted at will, by any committee of fifteen. 


Thus Dr. Gilbert does not object to the Day- 
ton creed. Why should he, since it consents 
to all the past Congregationalist creeds? But 
he objects to the new one-man power proposed, 
and predicts division of the Congregationalists, 
if the scheme is carried out. This may also 
be gathered from the words of some of the 
writers quoted in the Advance of March 22, 
1906 :— 


CHuRCH UNION—LETTERS TO THE EpITOR—WHAT 
THE CORRESPONDENTS Say ABOUT THE DAYTON PLAN. 
WILL THE RANK AND FILE CoME IN? 


Harriman, Tenn.—The leaders can unite (perhaps), 
but the result will be that a large number of the rank 
and file will either drop out of church entirely or 
unite with some other church that has a settled 
policy and history. * * * * 

With our union, if it is finally made, the rank and 
file of the Methodists who love that name will join 
that church; the United Brethren will unite with 
various churches or stay outside. Many will prefer 
the Evangelical, and I do not see just what Con- 
gregationalists will do if our time honored name is 
taken away. ‘There will be so many new things to 
become accustomed to, we might as well join some 
other church. Perhaps the new society will be called 
United Congregationalists—that would help us to 
feel somewhat at home. G. F. H. 


Tue NAME.—Cortland, Nebr.—In_ discussing the 
plan of the church union I think the changing of the 
name will be likely to cause more feeling than any- 
thing else, as the belief is practically the same, and 
it would seem that union would mean strength. But 
I hardly see how the council can have the right to 
change the name without the consent or approval 
of individual churches. They are left to govern so 
almost entirely, how can they say to us that we shall 
go by another name? The Congregational church 
is the oldest, the largest, and most influential, and 
has stood for so much all these years that I don’t 
see how all people can be satisfied to give it up, even 
if something else would do. M. D. 


Wants’ A NAME WHICH WILL BRING OTHERS.— 
Omaba, Nebr.—I have read with pleasure the doings 
of the Dayton conference and must say that I am 
surprised and gratified that so’ long a step has been 
taken toward getting together. The only unfavor- 
able outlook for complete union now seems to be “in 
that strange spell—a name.” After giving the sub- 
ject some thought, I have evolved what I think may 
be a solution of it. The name I would give the con- 
solidated churches is the United Protestant Church. 
I think that a name should be assumed that would 
rally the whole Protestant world into one church in 
name and reality. It seems to me that with the start 
and example of the three churches uniting, it would 
be hard for the other churches long to keep out of 
the movement. When once begun, the denominational 
names would tumble like a row of bricks and all 
would feel at home in the United Protestant Church. 

C. M. R. 


OTHER NaMes.—Salem, Mass.—Allow me to record 
2 suggestion for a name for the new Christian body, 
viz.: The United Churches of Christ. Hereabouts 
that name will clear us of the confusion arising from 
Unitarian and orthodox Congregationalists. 

Bartram, Minn.—Regarding the name for the uni- 
ted churches, permit me to suggest “The United 
Church of. Christ.” This title would not assume to 
be the whole thing or conflict with the existing 
bodies using the - name Christian or Disciple, but 
Would rather attract them to the union. It also sug- 
gests the true nature of a church, and I think would 
_ hot be offensive to other sects. A. G. W. 


Other names suggested are: “The United Protes- 








tant Congregational Church ;” 
America ;” 


“United Church of 
“Congregational Brethren.” 

If there be a project of some of our brethreh 
to stampede the Christians at the Huntington 
Convention into this tri-church union, the man- 
agers had better find out what they are going 
to stampede us to. 


OTHER Marrers oF GENERAL INTEREST ARE: 
—The enormous fortunes in our country are 
not only “a ‘menace to good government,” but 
a menace to liberty itself. Remember 
the Roman triumvirates. President Roose- 
velt, in a speech, seems to advocate the reduc- 
tion of fortunes dangerously great by inheri- 
tance taxation. But why should not the great 
fortune pay its tax during the lifetime of the 
owner? Why take it from the widow and chil- 
dren? 
as great as before divided. President Roosevelt 
also condemns the “muck-rake men.” If it had 
not been for these men, Governor Hanly, May- 
or Weaver, La Follette, Governor Folk and 
other effective reformers would have remained 
obscure and powerless. Prominent  office- 
holders of the government, county and city, at 
Buffalo, have been indicted for beastly frauds 
in connection with the removal of corpses from 
an old cemetery. The crime is especially odi- 
ous, and the politicians especially prominent. 
They do not like that “muck-rake” grand jury. 
President Roosevelt denounces the result of the 
late Beef Trust trial as a miscarriage of jus- 
tice. The president’s message says the judge’s 
decision comes near making the law a farce. 
Who thinks otherwise? We have seen no relia- 
ble evidence of serious intention to punish the 
Beef Trust since the time of the “embalmed 
beef,” in the Spanish War. It is established 
that in the Courrieres mines in France, where 
1,100 miners were lately killed, the fatality 


was caused by the violation of well-known laws - 


by the wealthy mine owners. This reminds us of 
of the destruction of 601 lives by the violation 


of law by the rich owners of the Iriquois’ 


Theater at Chicago; and of the killing of over 
one thousand by the violation of law by the 
rich owners of the General Slocum. Dowie 
has secured a temporary injunction against 
Voliva, forbidding him from interfering with 
his going to Zion City to his house there. Prof. 
Curie, who, with his wife, in 1899 discovered 
radium, was killed by a wagon in Paris. His 
great discovery was made whilé he was very 
poor. Rider Haggard lately said that the mi- 
gration of the poor from the country to the 
city was the breakdown of civilization; and 
that only one seventh of the population was in 
the rural districts. Is this possible? The 
people of the United States are doing honor 
to themselves in rendering assistance at San 
Francisco, whose property damaged by earth- 
quake and fire, will immediately be rebuilt. 
The loss of life will never be known. The rail- 
roads receive much praise for freely carrying 
supplies given by the public to the San Fran- 
cisco sufferers. It is hoped that the aid for 
San Francisco will reach $50,000,000. Help 
must necessarily be given for a considerable 
period. 


The Overman-Whitaker Debate. 


This volume, containing the verbatim re- 
port of the debate held lately in the opera 
house at Lincoln, Kansas, now lies before us. 
We have read it with deep interest. From 
beginning to end it is full of life and thought. 


When divided the fortune would not be , 


We are pleased, also, to see the power of 
truth. Dr. Whitaker is no weak speaker, or 
advocate, under any circumstances. But the 
stimulus of an experienced and talented op- 
ponent, advocating error in his presence, 
brought forth the demonstration of his ability 
to the delight of all. In commenting on the 
book, we are puzzled: if we say the truth car- 
ried the day, we seem to ignore the brilliant 
talents of Dr. Whitaker; if we say that Dr. 
Whitaker was victorious, we seem to attribute 
the success to him rather than to his strong 
position on Bible doctrine. We give no synop- 
sis of the debate; for the proper course is for 
every subscriber of the Heratp or Gospet Lis- 
ERTY to buy the book. We doubt if the Dis- 
ciples will desire to circulate it much; but 
their champion was a chosen one, denomina- 
tionally approved. The book is very interest- 
ing. There are few dull pages, on either side. 
Strong logic, flashes of wit, passages of elo- 
quence, make the volume one that will be read 
by many who are not accustomed to reading 
religious literature. The spirit of the dispu- 
tants was good. The effect of the discussion 
denominationally may be understood from the 
fact revealed in the speeches, that Dr. Whitak- 
er desired to continue it, while the Disciple 
minister wanted no more of it. In the volume 
we receive we find the following:—When 
you have read this debate, should you desire 
another copy, it will be mailed you promptly 
upon receipt of the price, 85¢ and 8c extra for 
postage, or three copies will be mailed you 
(prepaid) for $2.50, or seven copies will be 
sent you (prepaid) for $5. The above prices, 
except on single copy, are good for thirty days 
only after your receipt of this copy, and are 
made for the purpose of giving the book an 
immediate and wide circulation. Address all 
orders to O. B. Wuriraker, Lincoln, Kansas. 

We commend the book to our readers. It 
may be secured of J. N. Hess, Agent C. P. A., 
Dayton, Ohio. 


The San Francisco Disaster. 

Our readers must refer to the daily news- 
papers for the accounts of the earthquake and 
fire destruction at San Francisco. But there 
will probably be no history for months that 
will adequately and yet in due proportion re- 
veal the disaster. The best that can now be 
done is what the people are doing. It isa 
blessed thing to say. 

The incoherent, mixed, hysterical, sad, eager 
telegraph pages of the dailies, show the tre- 
mendous interest of the people at a distance: 
for the papers recognize the wish of their read- 
ers to learn the facts. The jumble and disor- 
der of the telegraph pages in themselves illus- 
trate. the dreadful confusion at San Francisco. 

But in the midst of this Babel of mingled 
crackling of flames, the roar of dynamite, the 
crash of falling walls, the wails of women, the 
crack of rifles, there is heard the sweet voice 
of charity in beautiful chorus from all over 
the land, “Can we assist you?” Trains start 
with great haste; ocean vessels move with car- 
goes of food; gold credit is given by telegraph ; 
and the better part of human nature becomes 
vigorous and dominant. The grinding of the 
money factories is drowned in the hum of the 
widely prevailing offers of help and the words 
of grateful appreciation. Human beings come 


together in this hour of sorrow. Even Wall 
Street forgot to buy and sell, the very brokers 
trying to get nearer to San 


. 


Francisco by 
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means of the broken telegraph wires. The 
newsboys on the streets of distant cities \yere 
unable to keep their wares, and forgot to call 
their papers, in running to beckoning men. 

How plain it is that man is good! 

How it is demonstrated that man is weak! 

In the egotism of our generation we have 
thought that we could build more strongly and 
permanently than the architects of thousands 
of years ago; that our civilization was a great- 
er master of nature than that of Athens or 
Egypt or India; that nature’s convulsions 
could not work the destruction and suffering 
in our land that have followed her attacks on 
ancient cities. But in a few hours the finest 
work of our generation tumbles to blackened 
ruin. Our 20th century inventions are of lit- 
tle value to resist an earthquake. 

Oh, Lord, when we consider the earthquake, 
“What is man that thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him?” 
Ah! man is but little lower than the angels: 
for suddenly all over the country men seem to 
become “ministering angels, sent forth to min- 
ister to them who shall be heirs of salvation.” 
How weak the body! how grand the soul! 

And few are the fingers pointing to the sins 
of San Francisco. Men’s fingers are busy 
gathering food for her starving. The voices 
that a few months ago were grumbling that her 
socialist mayor would endanger the rights of 
property are now hushed as they see that 
mayor setting police and soldiers to protect- 
ing the possessions of the rich as well as of the 
poor, or dynamiting the buildings of the rich 
and of the poor, that he may save some of the 
buildings of the poor or the rich. They know 
no difference now, except that the rich open 
their purses for the poor, and the poor bend 
their backs for the rich. They are all trying 
to help each other. For men are the children 
of God, and in the hour of great calamity. they 
find that they are brethren. 

And do you think that this tower of Siloam 
has fallen as a judgment? that those cess-pools 
of accepted sin in two quarters of San Fran- 
cisco needed the fumigation of earthquake 
and fire to make the place morally sanitary? 
Nay; but we say to other centers of sin, New 
York City, Chicago and Cincinnati, that unless 
ye repent, doom is certain for transgression. 

3ut the calamity is the result of natural 
causes; of man’s ignorance; of his littleness 
compared with earth’s mighty energies. And 
we would have you know that he is the veriest 
fool who will say there is no God, and who will 
set himself in antagonism and opposition to 
either spiritual or natural law. Wemust bend 
to law, or our palace will fall about our ears, 
and we will be homeless in the desert waste of 
our intellectual schemes. 

Acquaint now thyself with God, and be at 
peace. 


The Prayer-Meeting. 

DEAR Bro. AND Sir:—Having in mind a question I 
wish you would answer through the HEerRALp. 

How can a pastor instruct deacon, also trustees, 
in the most spiritual part of church life, “the pray- 
er-meeting;” also the pastor’s duty under such 
state? 

ANSWER. 

The prayer-meeting problem is serious in 
some churches. Much of the energy of the 
pastor is spent in keeping the prayer-meeting 
going, although the other departments of 
church activity are sound and healthy. It is 
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sometimes supposed that the prayer-meeting 


is the meter of the religious life of the church. 

This is not always. the case. Sometimes the 
prayer-meeting of the church is attended by 
only a certain class of the membership, al- 
though the church is a live, spiritual, working 
church. We may suppose this to be the case, 
if we once imagine the prayer-meeting put on 
Sunday morning (or the most favorable hour 
for securing an attendance), while the preach- 
ing service is relegated to some “week night” 
time. If we were thus to reverse the times, it 
is possible that many a preacher would be in 
a quandary how to sustain the preaching 
service. 

On the other hand we _ have seen some 
churches that had good prayer-meetings, where 
we really believed the genuine spiritual life to 
be low. Though this is very infrequent. 

but it should be remembered that the pray- 
er-meeting is only one department of the 
church work. It is not the meter of the 
spiritual condition of the church, when taken 
by itself. 

But it is often a problem. We know of no 
reliable patent. We have had knowledge that 
the greatest revivalist of the past century 
sometimes failed to have an interesting or 
spiritual prayer-meeting. | When the writer 
was pastor, he worked as definitely on his 
prayer-meeting service as on his Sunday serv- 
ice; not merely on preparing his own part, but 
in devising touches here and there that would 
conduce to the success of the meeting. 

The minister should be deeply interested in 
the prayer-meeting. Ask some business man 
to come for some special instruction from him 
Do not harrass him to come 
all the time. Have some other man, without 
these things being stated publicly, assist in the 
meeting at another time. Make the gathering 
one where people will find that they are not 
regularly urged to “do their duty,” which 
really consists (as the people understand the 
pressure) in “testifying.” It is often judicious 
to stop the meeting before “all have testified 
who feel a duty;” provided there has been any 
pause during the meeting, which those present 
might have used. Leave some one hungry to 
“take part.” Do not always observe the same 
form; but the meeting must have enough regu- 
larity, unless previously announced, to enable 
members to have an idea of the form, so that 
they may adjuststhemselves to the meeting and 
may not be surprised out of their opportunity, 
except in the closing, through their own neg- 
lect of previous opportunity. 

If the pastor makes his prayer-meeting suc- 
cessful, his church will usually be successful: 
for the care and thoughtfulness which make 
the prayer-meeting succeed, will help in other 
departments of church work. The pastor has 
a right to call on deacon or trustee for advice 
as to the prayer-meeting, and when the advice 
is given, to call on the officer to make it 
effective. 


at some meeting. 


PERSONALS. 
Rev. Riley Lambert changes his address from 
Almena, to Haigler, Nebraska. : 
Rev. John G. Dutton, pastor at Westerly, 
R. I., received eleven members into his church 
at Easter time. 


Rev. N. Del McReynolds, whose note con- 
cerning the closing of the year’s work at 
Franklinton College appears in the Education 
Column of this issue, informs us that he was , 


compelled to resign as secretary, and-that Sec- 
retary’ Foster will send us the minutes “in due 
time.” 


Rev. Z, A. Poste changes his address from 
Memphis, N. Y., to Finesville, N. J., where he 
takes charge of the church. 

Bre. J. 8. Jennings, the publicist of Wich- 
ita, Kansas, publishes an entertaining quar- 
terly booklet, entitled Life and Light. 

Rev, H. H. Pershing, on account of ill-health, 
has returned to the Soldiers’ Home at Erie, 
Pa.; all letters to him should be addressed to 
the Soldiers’ Home, Erie, Pa. 

Rev, F.. Zen Burkett, of Industry, Llinois, 
will give a lecture at. Clifford, Indiana, his old 
pastorate, in next month, on the subject of 
“Selfhood Under the Symbol of.a Rib.” 

Rev. T. M. McWhinney, D. D., LL. D., will 
go, in the last part of April, to the Christian 

siblical Institute, Stanfordville, N. Y., to de- 
liver his annual lectures, where he has occu- 
pied the “Susan Palmer Chair of Christian 
Kthics” for eleven years. He was the first 
professor elected to this position, and the only 
one so far. His appearance is again of full 
health and vigor. 

Dr, Martyn Summerbell, the president of the 
Francis Asbury Palmer Fund, informs us that 
the second trial, wherein some of the heirs of 
Mr. Palmer tried to break his will, began on 
April 2d and closed at noon on April 15th. 
It took a day and a half to secure a jury. 
Nearly all the time for nearly two weeks was 
consumed by the plaintiffs; and when they 
rested the defense put in no evidence. The 
judge decided that the plaintiffs had produced 
no evidence to go to the jury, and dismissed 
it. The plaintiffs appealed. Dr. Summer- 
bell’s article will be found in this issue. 


Judge O. W. Whitelock and Judge I. H. 
Gray, of the Publishing House building com- 
mittee, were in Dayton last week working at 
the closing of the building affairs. Judge 
Gray showed us a list of rentals coming to the 
©. P. A. of $484.16 a month. There are some 
rooms yet to rent. Judge Whitelock delighted 
us by informing us that the Heravtp or GospreL 
LIBERTY was succeeding financially better than 
ever before. This information reconciles us 
more to the lot of the paper in being the gen- 
eral burden bearer. 


We thank the trustees and faculty for the 
honor of an invitation to the inauguration of 
Prof. E. L. Moffit as president of Elon College 
on May 2d. 


Aged Ministers. 


We wish to. publish a list of aged ministers 
with the dates of their birth; having received 
the suggestion from a very wise mind. We 
desire. the names of no one born later than 
i830. We have the following names: 


Thomas Holmes, Nov. 24, 1817. 

I. H. Coe, May 9, 1818. 

H. H. Gunn, Oakwood, IIl., April 25, 1816. 

William S. Manville, Valparaiso, Ind., June 15, 
1819. 

Riley I'reeman, Urbana, Ind., May 21, 1821. 

David W. Jones, Fort Wayne, Ind., July 11, 1821. 

Thomas Whitman, South Whitley, Ind. ——, 1822. 

Levi Marks, Pierceton, Ind., ——, 1827. 

A. R. Heath, Covington, Ind.; eighty years old. 

Wim. Bagley, Des Moines, Iowa, 1820. 

J. R. Kob, Center, Ind., born Dec. 15, 1828, in 
Dauphin County, Pa. 

R. H. Holland, Holland, Va.; born Oct. 16th, 1819. _ 

John McMillen. Winterset, Iowa; born Aug. 25, 
1816; began preaching in July, 1842; ordained Oct. 
9, 1843, by Elder A. McClain and L. D. Baker. 
Though almost blind, is otherwise in good health, and 
very active. 

D. Lepley, born June 13, 18380; united with the 
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Christians in 1849; united with the conference in 
1855; has held pastoral charges in Ohio in Miami, 
Darke, Shelby, Logan, Hardin, Auglaize, Allen, Van 
Wert, Putnam and Paulding counties, and at Grand- 
ville, Ind. 

P. H. Simpson, Oakland, California, Aug. 19, 1827. 

Lewis Fordyce; born 1820; ordained 1857; last 
charter member of the Union Christian Conference. 
Failing now in sight and hearing; but one of our 
strong men. 

C. C. Phillips, Liberty, Ind.; born Oct. 24, 1822. 

Thomas Addington, born at Chester, Wayne County, 
Ind., December 5, 1829. 

sere Cole; born near Greenville, Ohio, June 20, 
1829. 

Solomon Snyder, of Oxford, Mich., born at Dryden, 
N. Y., June 10, 1824, 

Dr. Wm. Kirk, York, Neb., born in Bethel, Cler- 
mont County; Ohio, February 18, 1824. 

Lewis W. Bannon; born October, 1818. Has attend- 
ed sixty consecutive sessions of the Western Indiana 
Conference. 

A. R. Hayden, Woodhull, Ill.; 86 years old. 

J. D. Gettis, 1830. Greenfield, Iowa. 

J. W. Wellons, born January 1, 1826; member of 
the N. C. and Va. Conference 51 years; has missed 
only one “Quadrennial Convention” in 30 years. 

pat Luther, of Claysville, R. I.; born Nov. 7, 
1820. 

Wm. J. Grimes, born Oct. 5, 1822; united with the 
New York C. C. Conference June 18, 1844. 
D. BE. Millard, born March 16, 1829. 

young as fifteen years ago. 

Richard Brandon, born August 29, 1820. 

J. W. Guthrie, of Port Byron, N. Y. (R. R. No. 40), 
born September 6, 1814. 

Wm. Webb, born May 19, 1827; entered the minis- 
try 1861. Health good, sight dim, voice good as ever 
for sermon or song. A subscriber to the Heratp for 
54 years. 

S. S. McKown, born August 31, 1822. 

G. W. Witters, born November 9, 1830; converted 
in the year 1874; went to preaching in 1875; ordained 
in the year 1876. The oldest minister of the Central 
Indiana Conference, 

J. L. Russ, of Grafton, Ontario; born June, 1816. 

Thomas Garbutt, of siddystone, Ontario; born July 
2, 1823, at Kerbymoorside, Yorkshire, England. 

V. S. Root, Tustin, Mich., born in Wayne Co., N. Y., 
March 8, 1810; baptized in Genesee River, at Roches- 
ter in 1827. being member of M. EB. church; ordained 
in Huron Christian Conference in 1875; received in 
Michigan Conference in 1878. 

C. A. Williams, born Dec. 30, 1830. 

G. W. Blodgett, born July 15, 1825, at Salem, N. Y.; 
joined Eastern Indiana Conference in 1861. Can see 
to read without glasses. Has taken the H. G. L. 41 
years. Any church wanting a good young preacher 
may write him: Anderson, Indiana. 

¥.. B. Rolph, of Ashton, Lee County, Illinois; 
in 1822; commenced preaching when nineteen. 

S. B. Laird, of Fiatt, Illinois; born in 1824. 
Hill, of Fiatt, Illinois; born in 1822. 

J. H. Cheesman, of Greenwood, N. J.; born July 
9, 1823; preaching since 1859; has preached 600 
funeral sermons; “tries to preach,” he says (and 
we have no doubt succeeds), “every Lord’s Day.” 

Rev. S. C. V. Cunningham, of New Carlisle, Ind. ; 
born December 29, 1821; preaching 61 years; member 
of Western Michigan and Northern Indiana Confer- 
ence; body infirm, but mind clear and active. 

Rey. BE. W. Irons, Ellisville, Il].; born in Parma, 
N. Y., February 4, 1826; joined the Christian church 
in 1850; commenced to preach then in Fulton County, 
iil., where he still resides; just waiting the call for 
the grander life. 

Elder George Bozell, born June 17, 1821, in De- 
eatur Co., Ind.; converted Feb. 14, 1843; ordained 
October, 1855; feeble and nearly blind: waiting till 
the change come; has taken the HeRALpD since 1844; 
has built and added to many churches. 

Wm. Steuart, of New London, Wis.; born in Rose, 
Wayne County, N. Y., October 30, 1830; has preached 


Nearly as 


born 





fifty-five years in Wisconsin; now has three churches | 


in his pastorate. 

G. L. Griffith; of Troy, Ohio, born Nov. 7, 
Union Vale, Dutchess Co., N. Y. 
' Rey. John H. Creger, born in Tuscarawas County, 
Ohio, July 26, 1826; born of the Spirit while marking 
off corn ground at the age of sixteen; baptized by 
Elder J. S. Hanger soon after his conversion. En- 
tered the ministry at 18. Joined the Mt. Vernon Con- 
ference and was member of same nine years, missing 
but one session. United with the Des Moines Con- 
ference in 1854; been a member ever since, missing 
but one session in that time. Has officiated at about 
500 weddings and a like number of funerals. Still 
enjoying good health. 


S. Hodges, of Catlin, I1]., born April 12, 1828; united 
with the Christian church in Ripley County, Indiana, 
in 1848. 

William J. Rhinehart, of Pulaski, Indiana, born 
February 6, 1828; in Rockingham County, Va.; been 
preaching since 1868; never took a written sermon 
into the pulpit. 

Stancil Moffitt, born in Randolph County., N. C., 
- March 28, 1824; ordained in 1862; quit preaching in 
1900, on account of decline in health; had a paralytic 
shock last. November rendering him helpless, but he 
suffers little pain. : 

J. B. Weston, born July 6th, 1821; he says, “I was 
converted, baptized and united with the Christian 
church in 1835, commenced preaching and took pas- 
toral charge of a church in 1843." My father becamé 
4 subscriber to the Heratp, then called the Christian 
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Journal, in 1835, and I have been a reader and sub- 
scriber- ever since. When I came to Antioch College 


in 1853 I brought bound volumes of the paper, con- 


tinuous from 1808 to 1852, and gave them to the An- 
tioch library.” 

A. Long, of Losantsville, Indian..; born March 25, 
1825; joined the Versailles.Church in 1840; commenc- 
ed preaching in 1855; received into Antioch branch 
of Bluffton Conference in 1857. In 1858 Henry Cole, 
Thomas Addington and he were ordained. All now well. 
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Ministers’ New Addresses. 


Z. A. Poste, Finesville, N. J. 
H. H. Pershing, Soldiers Home, Erie, Pa. 
Riley Lambert, Haigler, Nebraska. 
B. 8. Crosby, R. F. D., Clinton Corners, N. Y. 
J. W. Stephenson, 822 Parker Street, St. Joseph, Mo. 
> M. Helfenstein, 1518 23rd Street, Des Moines, Iowa. 
BEB. Gaige, Hartwick, Otsego County, N. -Y. 
W. J. Hall, West Dighton, Mass. 
Wr ac Cornell, West Day, Saratoga, Co.; N. Y. 
Alonzo Shafer, Cranberry Lake, N. Y. 
Mrs. M. A. Strickland, R. F. D. 1, Mountain View, Mo. 
Cc. N. Rockwell, Morganville, N. Y. 
R. J. Ellis, Box 63. Fairfield, Ill. 
R. G. Fenton, Dewittville, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 
D. A. Cook, Cyclone, Indiana. 
Cc. W. Hawk, Ferguson, Iowa. 
Flora T. Thompson, Avon, Illinois. 
Rev. C. C. Tarr, Hedrick, Ind. 
Charles Roush, Union City, Indiana, R. R. 35. 
John A. Dillon, Otego, 
H. EB. Butler, Higginsport, Ohio. 
I. M. Thomas, Weaubleau, Mo. 
W. A. Warner, Higginsport, Ohio. 
H. Vernon Winter, Olpe, Kansas. 
D. W. Moore, Francis, Florida (till April 10th.) 
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THE LOVE OF GOD. 


Translated from the Provencal by 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 


All things that are of earth shall wholly pass away, 

Except the love of God, which shall live and last for 
aye. 

The forms of men shall be as they had never been ; 

The blasted groves shall lose their fresh and tender 
green ; 

shall end their pleasant song, 

And the nightingale shall cease to chant the evening 
long. 

The kine of the pasture shall feel the dart that kills, 

And all the fair white flocks shall perish from the 
hills. 

The goat and the antlered stag, the wolf and the fox, 

The wild boar of the wood, and the chamois of the 


rocks, 

And the strong and fearless bear, in the trodden dust 
shall lie; 

And the dolphin of the sea, and the mighty whale 
shall die. 

And realms shall be dissolved, and empires be no 


more, 

And they shall. bow to death who ruled from shore to 
shore; 

And the great globe itself, 

With the rolling firmament, 


so the holy writings tell, 
where the starry armies 


dwell, ¢ 

Shall melt with fervent heat—they shall all pass 
away, 

Except the love of God, which shall live and last for 
aye. 


The Palmer Will Case. 

The second trial of the will case of the late 
Francis Asbury Palmer of New York City came 
to issue in the Supreme Court of New York 
on Monday, April 2nd. The first trial occurred 
in January and resulted in a disagreement of 
the jury. This time great care was taken in 
geiting the jury, and a day and half was con- 


New York. . 





sumed in this business. It was the purpose 
of the plaintiff to show that Mr. Palmer had 
been subject to undue influence in making his 
will, and that by the gradual advance of age,— 
he was eighty-nine at the time of making his 
last will,—his faculties were so impaired as to 
preclude making a valid disposition of his prop- 
erties. Two weeks were consumed in the intro- 
duction of the plaintiff’s witnesses, who testi- 
fied to Mr. Palmer’s well known inclination 
to the visits of ministers, to his religious bene- 
faction and to trivial incidents, in which he 
had betrayed restiveness, or momentary ’for- 
getfulness. Much ado was made of his having 
at times repeated anecdotes that he had related 
before. Happily along with these a number 
of letters written by Mr. Palmer were in the 
case, introduced at the former trial and held 
over, which had their bearing in the final re- 
sult. On the basis of Mr. Palmer’s association 
with ministers and the trivial incidents refer- 
red to the plaintiffs set up a tedious hypothet- 
ical question, covering over fifty type-written 
pages, on which three medical experts of na- 
tional reputation testified that Mr. Palmer was 
of unsound mind and incapable of making a 
will. Each of these experts was on the stand 
nearly an entire day, in direct and in cross 
examination. The cross examination in each 
instance developed that Mr. Palmer was capa- 
ble of attending to general business, of manag- 
ing his bank, and of holding a general grasp of 
affairs. No liftle amusement occurred in the 
court when one of the eminent experts was 
brought to the confession that he sometimes 
forgot things himself, and had at times related 
the same anecdote the second time. 

After two weeks of this kind of testimony 
the plaintiffs rested, when the defense moved, 
without introducing witnesses, merely on the 
ground of testimony already presented, that 
the case be dismissed. This motion was made 
on Tuesday afternoon, and Judge Giegerich 
gave Mr. Candler, the plaintiff’s attorney, till 
the next morning to prepare an argument 
showing cause why the case should not be dis- 
missed. 

On the Wednesday morning Mr. Candler 
commenced argument, alleging undue 
influence, but not showing it to the satisfaction 
of the court. He next attempted to show that 
the bearing of his evidence tended to show that 
Mr. Palmer did not have sufficient grasp of 
affairs to make a valid will. But the judge 
pointed out that his own testimony showed 
that Mr. Palmer was able to conduct business, 
and to preside in important meetings of the 
bank, while his letters, which were in evi- 
dence, showed a comprehensive and consecu- 
tive grasp of affairs. 

In short the Justice reached the conclusion 
that no case had been established, and that 
there was no question which could be laid be- 
fore the jury, and that it was his duty to dis- 
miss the case. 

Mr. Candler for the plaintiffs at once enter- 
ed an appeal, and asked for ninety days to pre- 
pare for it, and the court granted him thirty. 

With the delays to which legal procedure is 
subject, this thirty days is practically two 
months, and at the end of that time we shall 
know whether the executors will be permitted 
to proceed with the settlement of the estate. 

Of course the immediate effect of the suit 
to break the will was to tie up the estate and 
prevent the executors from carrying out the 
provisions of the will. 

It is to be hoped that the appeal will not be 


his 
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prosecuted, as it is sincerely to be regretted 
that such suits were ever undertaken. 


MartyN SUMMERBELL. 
Lakemont, N. Y. 


a 


Prayer and a United Church. 
BY FREDERICK D. POWER, D. D. 


In union lies strength. _ One little thread 
breaks easily; a thousand strands will make 
a cable. One little drop of water is a weak 
and powerless thing; an infinite number of 
drops make Niagara, make the Atlantic. Con- 
cert of action is always sought after where 
there are material interests to uphold and re- 
sults to be achieved. Men learn this in busi- 
ness, in politics, in everything apparently but 
religion. Failure to act on the part of any 
little spring or wheel in the delicate machinery 
of a watch, or in the mighty engine that drives 
the ocean steamer across the sea, or any organ 
in the wonderful mechanism of the human 
body, or any part in the machinery of the 
universe, may result in disaster. Combina- 
tion of forces, concord, unity, agreement, every 
part discharging its obligations to every other 
part and to the collected whole, every part 
filling its offices and functions and all working 
to a common end, this is essential to success. 
In recognition of this principle the church is 
compared to a body where every member has 
its place, and does its work and all work to- 
gether: it is compared to a building where all 
the parts combine to make _ the complete 
structure. 


Oneness of purpose and concert of action 
even in prayer Christ has commanded. The 
very prayer he taught his disciples begins, 
“Our Father,” the Father of his disciples 
coming with common petition for their com- 
mon weal. He is my Father and your Father, 
my God and your God. We can approach him 
and appropriate him individually. We can 
address him, “Help me, O my God. Take 
away my sins. Heal my infirmities. Give me 
patience and strength. Crown me with life 
everlasting.” We should never criticize the 
child’s prayer, “Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep,” as a selfish 
prayer. It is not selfish. It is the solemn 
duty of every Christian thus privately and 
personally to seek God. It is the very foun- 
tain of spiritual life within a man. It is the 
chief means of renewing his strength and plac- 
ing himself securely on the Rock of Ages. It 
is the support that braces the soul when the 
storm is raging, and binds it safely to the 
throne on which the Almighty sits. 

But while the habit of private prayer is 
the absolute need of any Christian, there are 
mutual interests and obligations which men 
should carry together before the common 
Father. So many things held in common, so 
many ties binding hearts together, so many 
wants and necessities. And the promise is, 
“If two of you shall agree on earth as touch- 
ing anything that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father which is in heav- 
en.” It is not a command, but the promise at- 
tends the coming together, and a failure to 
come means the forfeiture of the promise. The 
individual has needs, and these must be made 
known unto God. The church as a body has 
needs. The church has lukewarm members. 
What better can the church do than come to- 
gether and pray for them and exhort them to 
duty? The church has illiberal people, en- 
trusted with much and of whom much is re- 


quired, yet ignorant of the beauty and duty 
of giving. What better for the church to do 
than to pray God to open their hearts and 
eyes and hands that they may see the glory 
of being coworkers with God? The church 
has all about it careless souls going down the 
broad way; thoughtless souls, souls on the 
brink of a precipice. What better for the 
church to do than to bring these up in remem- 
brance before God and reach out a-hand to 
check and save them? Men can stand the 
bombshell that falls among them once in a 


while from the heavy columbiad of the pulpit, | 


but they can’t bear the steady rattling mus- 
ketry fire from the whole congregation. O, the 
telling effect of united blows! O, the tremen- 
dous power of our concentrated stream of 
Christian love and zeal and faith and prayer 
and effort rolling through the land! O, the 
guilt of the man who claims to be a Christian, 
and yet withdraws himself from the work of 
his brethren, holds aloof and sulks and criti- 
cizes, and remains cold and loveless and pray- 
erless when all about him men are working 
together with God and each other for the 
triumph of the gospel! 

Now the promise is unmistakable. If we 


‘ask the conversion of the world it shall be so. 


“Ask of me and I will give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost. parts 
of the earth for thy possession.” If we ask 
that he will be near in our labors and suffer- 
ings he wiN come. “Draw nigh unto me and 
I will draw nigh unto you.” “The Lord is nigh 
unto all them that call upon him in truth.” 

When the church realizes how needy she is, 
when the church longs as she ought to see the 
conversion of the world to Christ, when we 
realize how we want help, and sympathy, and 
wisdom, and courage, and strength, and the 
gift of God’s Spirit to guide and inspire us, 


how can we restrain ourselves from pouring - 


out our prayers before God? We must pray. 
We will pray. We cannot live without pray- 
ing. For the sake of the millions in sin we 
will not hold our peace in prayer. For Zion’s 
sake, for Jerusalem’s sake, we will cry aloud 
until “the righteousness thereof goeth forth 
as a brightness and his salvation as a lamp 
that burneth.” We will take the blood of 
propitiation. We will draw aside the veil that 
separates from the holiest of all. We will 
enter and stand in the presence of the Sheki- 
nah, before the burning glory of Jehovah, and 
there, sprinkling the blood on the mercy-seat, 
and holding it before us that we die not, we 
will stand with unwearied and unfailing cry: 
“We will not; we will not; we will not let thee 
go except thou bless us!” Waiting, waiting, 
waiting until from the excellent glory, the 
shrine and pavilion of the inner sanctuary, the 
voice shall answer, “You have prevailed. As 
I live, the whole earth shall be filled with my 
glory!” 

Every great revival of religion has come in 
answer to prayer. On that great day when the 
gospel was first preached, and three thousand 
bowed in allegiance to King Messiah, the dis- 
ciples were all with one accord in one place 
and “continued in prayer and supplication.” 
Mighty work for God and man was achieved 
by that remarkable assembly in Jerusalem. 
“Brethren,” says the greatest of apostles, “pray 
for us that the Word of the Lord may have 
free course and be glorified.” “When ye pray,” 
said the Master, “say, our Father.” And this 
great common possession of ours; this great 
Father God who makes all his children equal; 


and treats all as brethren among themselves 
and brethren of his beloved ; this great common 
interest ought to make all Christians one— 
one in feeling and sympathy, in faith and 
practice, in purpose and labor, in condition 
and destiny. Z 

What power in the religion of the Christ if 
the multitude of those on earth who love God 
and his Son should all agree touching their 
common needs, to send their petition up be- 
fore the throne as one man! If the supplica- 
tions of all the family of those whom God sees 
as his children, blended in one voice for the 
Father’s ear, should roll up to the gates of 
heaven, would not the gates fly wide, and the 
angels rejoice, and the cities of hell shake to 
their foundations, the heavens drop down from 
above, and the skies pour down righteousness, 
and the earth open and bring forth salvation, 
and righteousness spring from sea to sea? 
Would there any longer be strife and divis- 
ion, the body of Christ bleed because of the 


- warring of its members and the glorious proc- 


lamation of peace and good-will be checked 
and hindered by unseemly conflicts among the 
Lord’s people? Christ prayed for union: let 
the church pray. Let party barriers be brok- 
en down. Let the Word of God stand forth 
in its true position. Let the Master above be 
Lord, Head over his body, Prophet and Priest, 
Center and Corner Stone, King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Let the hearts of millions who 
love him lift up to the throne of a prayer- 
answering God. one earnest, consecrated vol- 
ume of petition for the triumph of the truth 
and the salvation of the world, and the day of 
victory will dawn. “Wait upon the Lord and 


he shall renew thy strength.” 
Washington, D. C. 





Is God the Father of all Men? 
BY REV. JOHN A. STOVER. 


We often hear it said that God is the Father 
of all men. But is this strictly true? In some 
senses God without doubt is the Father of all 
men, but in Scripture this relation is present- 
ed in such a manner that the essential differ- 
ence between the Christian and the non-Chris- 
tian is not overlooked. The Word of God is 
very exact in this. We would do well to fol- 
low its teachings. 

God is a Father to all in the sense that he 
is the Creator of all. But in this sense the 
horse or cow or flower could call God Father. 
Again, man can claim still more. He is poten- 
tially one of the sons of God. He is a son of 
God in the making. . The acorn is potentially 
a forest, and yet none confuse the two. So it 
is possible for man to become in the fullest 
sense one of the sons of God. If we turn to the 
teachings of Jesus we will see that he is very 
exact in the use of terms. Nowhere does he 
say that all men in the complete sense are sons 
of God. He speaks of God as Father some- 
thing over twenty-five times, and in all these 
cases he is either speaking directly to his fol- 
lowers, as in the last talk with his disciples, 
or he uses the term by way of contrast, s0 
that this meaning is not obscured. In one 
place he emphatically says that wicked men 
cannot claim God as their Father. (John 


'8:41-44.) Here Jesus tells the wicked Jews 


that God is not their Father, but that the 
devil is. Jesus tells us that only those who 
do the will of God are the sons of God. God 
is not the Father of wickedness. 

John makes this very plain’ in one of his 
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letters. (I John 3:2.) He tells us in beauti- 
ful language that true Christians alone are 
the sons of God. Paul ‘also concedes to Chris- 
tians the superlative right to call God Father. 
(Rom. 8:15.) Abba Father is the formula 
that he uses. Abba is an intensitive. Chris 


tians then, according to Paul, can in the full- 


est, and completest sense, call God Father. 

Paul says by the spirit of adoption this 
privilege is given. Jesus doubtless was speak- 
ing of the same thing when he was talking to 
Nicodemus concerning the new birth. He tells 
us that we must be born again. Evidently, 
then, the new birth stands in the way of the 
universal Fatherhood of God. It is one of the 
experiences which the potential son must pass 
through in order to become one of the actual 
sons of God. 

Our conclusion, then,.is that only in a re- 
stricted sense can all men call God Father. 
If we can understand Scripture, it nowhere 
teaches the universal Fatherhood of God. By 
the first birth we become possible sons of God. 
By the second birth we become actual or real 
sons of God. 

Griswold, Iowa. 
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The Orthodox Exclusiveness of the 
Church: Federation Movement. 


I have been intensely interested in the dis- 
cussions bearing on the great union move- 
ment of the church federation, especially in 
the several articles by Carlyle Summerbell 
and O. B. Whitaker. I thank God daily for 
such clear-headed young men; at the same 
time I believe there are delicate distinctions— 
careful definitions—and rules of conduct that 
thus far have not been fully set forth by the 
editor or by the writers in the H. G. L. 

President Whitaker has beautifully ex- 
pressed his conscience in the words, “I will 
never knowingly hold connection with ‘any 
religious organization that will wilfully bar 
from its fellowship a single child of God.” I 
will join him cheerfully in his solemn resolu- 
tion, ‘with a modification thereof as follows, 
provided such connection would prevent me 
from disapproving of that exclusion and would 
hinder me from exercising love and forbearance 
toward those rejecting and also those rejected 





whom I may believe to be my spiritual brethren 


in spite of the difference between them and 
me. 

This delicate reservation is no new theory 
with me.* Years ago I was an active member 
of the Y.M.C.A., ‘although I knew that its 
fellowship was narrower than the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Soon after I went to Merom to work in the 
interests of the Bible department of the col- 
lege, I learned how a worthy ex-student had 
been refused for a time membership in the 
Y. M. C. A. at Chicago because he was unable 
to explain the attitude of our churches or 
ministers pertaining to the so-called “doc- 
trines held by evangelical churches.” At the 
same time another student was admitted who 
replied affirmatively that he “belonged to an 
avangelical church,” although he afterward 
confessed that he did not know what the word 
implied and would not stand for any such 
test even in his own case. 


In the exercise of my conscientious convic- 
tions as an evangelist preaching by official 
invitation to the students, I carefully recited 
the facts relating to the then recent case at 
Chicago, as well as the history of the adoption 
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of the “evangelical test” by the young men’s 
organization at the dictation of their pastors 
as a condition to the gift of money for their 
buildings. I set forth to the students the need 
of understanding such matters and of letting 
their light shine in the world. I said to them 
in conclusion, substantially as follows: “Young 
men, I do not advise you to abandon your or- 
ganization; but rather to be‘more faithful 
and more intelligent in its service. Go to its 
state and national meetings and everywhere 
prove your own worthiness by a kindly but 


positive protest and influence against such ~ 


narrowness. By proper methods, pursue the 
work until the Y. M. C. A. as well as all other 
religious organizations may become truly 
Christlike and as broad as the kingdom of 
heaven.” 


To my amazement I was attacked vigorously 
by two members of the college faculty, my 
historical data were disputed, and my advice 
was held up to contempt. My previous popu- 
larity among the young men was undermined ; 
and many of them were poisoned against me. 
For peace’ sake, I refrained from visiting their 
meetings. I see now that I therein made a 
mistake. I should have presented myself for 
active membership in that organization; and 
on every proper occasion I should have attend- 
ed its state or national meetings. I should 
have proven my own Christian character and 
tolerance, by going where the whole truth was 
not accepted or. wanted. That mistake per- 
mitted the light in that college to remain un- 
der a bushel for many years; and doubtless 
lost many of the students and several of the 
professors ultimately to sectarianism. 

On my entrance on my next field of labor I 
found a chilly atmosphere of exclusiveness ; 
but more wisely I ignored it. By a cordial 
practicing of the fellowship which I professed, 
I found access to my fellow pastors and caused 
the evangelical test to be dropped from the 
new constitution of the county Sunday-school 
union. I secured the organization of a minister- 
ial union for the town and of union revival 
meetings in which all the churches joined. As 
a result I was cordially invited to preach in 
about twelve different churches in the county 
and was everywhere received as a brother by 
brethren. They universally enquired of me 
concerning the position and history of my 
people; the president and professors of the 
local university showed me great considera- 
tion, and some of them privately confessed 
that they almost envied me the liberty which 
I enjoyed. 

No, my experience and deep set convictions 
lead me to take issue with the brilliant presi- 
dents of Palmer and Lincoln colleges, if I 
rightly understand them. 

If they will receive me (without conditions 
dishonorable on my part) I will become a 
working member in the Y. M. C. A., the state 
Sunday-school unions, ministerial associations, 
chureh federations, liberal clubs, etc., without 
regard to their abominable exclusiveness or 
inclusiveness. I deem it my duty to preach 
to those who will listen; but it is not re- 
quired of me to lie, in order that good may 
come, 

I am a loyal citizen of the United States; 
but I recognize some of our laws as wrong in 
principle and vicious in practice. I will do 
all in my power to abolish those laws; there- 
fore I will perpetuate my citizenship, even to 
the extent of occasionally taking oath to sup- 
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port the Constitution, even while striving 
daily to secure amendments thereto. I am 
not an anarchist or rebel; I am a reformer and 
evolutionist. Likewise; if I were a Pres- 
minister, and pastor and _ were 
permitted to draw a salary and to have 
full liberty to teach and to vote against 
its creed and its bars to universal fellowship, 
I would not renounce my position and become 
a willing exile from the religious associations 
of my youth. By staying I would hope to 
lead others to join me in agitation and in vot- 
ing for a peaceable amendment of the rules of 
government. But if so allowed to stay, I 
would welcome all conscientious people who 
appeared at the door. It only would be my 
duty to abandon the church of my youth, when 
that church required me to falsify my honest 
belief or to narrow my fellowship. 
Brethren, keep cool; and get more alive in 
regard to our professed position. Practically 
there is great danger of the church federa- 
tion solving the union question in advance of 
many of us, and of our losing the crown of 
glory left to us by our fathers. You dare not 
reject men (and their organizations) who are 
willing to do good with your co-operation. 
Let your light shine; if there is to be any re- 
jection let it be by them and not by you. 
Your fellowship should be unlimited for all 
that is good, in truth should be the fellowship 
of the saints. E. A. DeVore. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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The Architecture of the Heavens. 
BY REV. W. PERCY. 

The “Architecture of the Heavens” is the ti- 
tle of a book written by Ezekiel Wiggins, 
in which he endeavors to elaborate what 
he is pleased to call “A new theory of 
creation.” It is not my purpose to re- 
view the work, or attempt to  contro- 
vert his position, but simply use it as 
an introduction to the subject intimated in 
the heading. 

The study of our earth, together with the 
planetary system, their origin and date of 
commencement of existence, is one of deepen- 
ing and ever-increasing interest, and would 
doubtless be a delightful experience to many 
if satisfactorily explained. But with the wide- 
ly differing opinions held by scientists, and 
their methods of arriving at conclusions, the 
less advanced thinkers hardly dare hope for 
such knowledge to be placed at their disposal. 

There is one consolation, however, to those 
who are not wise above that which is written, 
and that is, it will not be at the sacrifice of 
their life should they presume to accept the 
Mosaical account of the creation, in prefer- 


ence to scientific findings. 


The design of this article is not a discus- 
sion of the subject, either from a scientific or 
a biblical point of view, but to make a few 
observations which may serve as a check to 
hasty conclusions. j 

The opening sentence of the Mosaical ac- 
count is, “In the beginning God-created the 
heavens, and the earth,” which some scientists, 
and popular theologians, understand as mean- 
ing eternity, thus, unwittingly it may be, es- 
tablishing the eternity of matter. There is 
one thing about which all scientists agree, 
viz., that there is such a thing as matter, but 
from whence it came, by whom, and how orig- 
inated there is a wide divergence of opinion. 
It is a source of some satisfaction to know 
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that most of them readily concede the fact 


that it was brought into existence by a power 
apart and independent of itself, that an al- 
mighty, formative hand accomplished the stu- 
pendous work of creation, and orderliness, 
thus agreeing with the Mosaical account. 

The existence of matter, how and when 
brought into existence, has ever been one of 
increasing interest, and still awaits a more 
satisfactory solution. 

If, as some assert that it is self-existent, 
self-constructive, and self-supporting, possess- 
ing all the potentialities of self-government, 
and self-adjustment, to all its varied condi- 
tion, as now understood by astronomers and 
geologists, if governed by the law of evolu- 
tion, then it is not now what it was in the be- 
ginning, from the fact that evolution means 
unfoldment, enlargement, and not necessarily 
an endless variety of separate and unlike 
transformations. Nature has nowhere, or at 
any time. declared itself as being in possession 
of such attributes. It has never evolved 
a lion from a monkey, a bird of para- 
dise from a carion-crow, or a man from 
a tadpole. The planetary system has re- 
mained intact, there having been no per- 
ceptible change in their movements, or 
relative distances from each other. As far 
as known none of the planets have increased 
in size and bulkiness, notwithstanding Wiggins 
to the contrary. The sun is now what he was 
when first looked upon by the denizens of 
earth, and continues faithfully to perform the 
same kindly service to the children of men as 
when first placed in position. If, then, matter 
possesses not the attributes of wisdom, power, 
self-constrsctiveness and the formation of in- 
dependent diversified organisms, endowed with 
life, with which we are acquainted, we are 
obliged to look in some other direction for 
the answer to the question, “From whence 
come life and matter?” It is absolutely cer- 
tain that Moses never questioned the existence 
of an all-wise and all-powerful constructionist 
outside, and apart from, matter, or he would 
not have entered upon the work of giving a 
detailed account of his order of proceedure. 
It is even questionable whether he was care- 
ful in the construction of his grammatical sen- 
tences, from the fact that he was to be simply 
the amanuensis of another. Neither was Mo- 
ses a higher critic nor a self-constituted scien- 
tist, nor did he set out to solve the great mira- 
cle of creation. His was to be a plain narrative 
of the origin and order of matter, as dictated 
by one who knew whereof he affirmed, and so 
he commences by saying, “In. the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth.” 

The existence of an intelligent, active force, 
or power apart from matter, is here assumed ; 
for it is he who in the beginning creates. His 
eternity is also assumed; for he is before all 
things; and as nothing comes from nothing, 
he himself must have always been. It also 
implies his omnipotence; for he creates the 
universe of things. It implies his absolute 
freedom from restraint; for he acts indepen- 
dent of restraint. His infinite wisdom is also 
assumed; for orderly matter and mind can 
only come from a being of absolute intelli- 
gence. It assumes his freedom from evil; as 
the Sole, Eternal, Almighty, All-wise, and All- 
sufficient Being has no reasen, no motive, and 
no capacity for evil. It places him before all 
time and space; as he is before all time and 
space. It is therefore absurd to speak of mat- 
ter as being co-existent with its author. 


wee gnomes peremeereliedaes 


This creating, then, is the omnipotent act of 
giving existence .to things which before had 
no existence, or, in other words, producing 
something, where previously nothing existed. 
These deductions cannot be set aside without 
increasing the difficulty of accounting for 
mind and matter. 

When admitted the way is clear for clearer 
revelations, such as shall serve to bring the 
Creator, and all created intelligences into 
closer relations with each other. It would be 
unreasonable to suppose that he who formed 
the eye, and the ear, himself lacked the ability 
to see and hear, or was incapable of making 
himself known to the duplicates of his own 
divine personality. The study of any piece 
of complex machinery is more readily and 
more easily understood when its various parts, 
relationships and uses are pointed out, and de- 
scribed by its originator and builder. It mat- 
ters but little to the operator of such a piece 
of mechanism, as from whence the material 
forming its varied parts come, or how obtain- 
ed, whether self-originated, or the work of an- 
other, so long as it accomplishes the work 
apparently designed. Such knowledge would 
add nothing to the utility of the invention, 
nor would it in any way effect or change its 
construction. 

Scientists would have had a more difficult 
task had not Moses given the order of crea- 
tion, and the result of each succeeding day. 
The great difficulty with those who have un- 
dertaken to grapple with the Mosaical ac- 
count, is not so much the order, as with that 
period of time indicated by the term day. The 
creating, and unfolding of organic life in any 
of its simpler forms known to man, it is claim. 
ed, required a very much longer period of time 
than six successive complete revolutions of the 
earth, and therefore the days of Genesis have 
an indéfinite meaning. This being taken for 
granted they assume the responsibility of ex- 
tending the creative week, covering a period 
of millions and millions of years, as now un- 
derstood by the term. 


I am not prepared to say that such conclu- 


sions are erroneous, but I am prepared to 
say that it has the ring of speculation, if in 
deed, it is not a reflection upon the wisdom and 
almightiness of the Creator. It is not the 
prerogative of the creature to bind down the 
Creator to the observance of naturaf laws, or 
limit his sphere of operations. “His ways 
are not as man’s ways, neither are his thoughts 
as man’s thoughts.” It adds nothing to the 
argument, to say that God cannot violate his 
own laws. It is prerogative to suspend law. 
If it were not so miracles would be an im- 
possibility; but the exercise of miraculous 
power has been abundantly. demonstrated. 
There is nothing in the uniform period of the 
six-day account as given by Moses that 
should be a_ stumbling-bleck to our faith 
in God’s ability to create and properly ad- 
just all its diversified parts, to the completion 
of the whole. Because men are slow in their 
mechanical movements, requiring much time 
in the construction of a simple piece of 
mechanism, it does not follow that they are 
justified in measuring the infinite one by their 
standard. He is not an experimentalist, nor 
is he subject to human contingencies, or limi- 
tations. He is not liable to mistakes, there- 
fore his works need no corrections, or exten- 
sion of time. “He spake and it was done. 
He commanded and it stood fast.” It was 
his prerogative to say, Let there be light, and 
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there was light. It did not require a million 
years to illumine this old world; it was doubt- 
less instantaneous, miraculous. It is not nec- 
essary to discuss the question as to whether 
the light referred to was simply a luminous 
atmosphere, or the same that has continued 
to pour forth continuously since the fourth 
day, or whether the sun was in actual existence 
before the first day, but it must not be over- 
looked that, if in existence, he had not been in- 
stalled into his destined office, nor had he as 
yet began to’ exercise his all-controlling in- 
fluence over the other planets. A part of his 
work was to divide the night from the day, 
from which it might be inferred that a uniform 
admixture of light and darkness universally 
prevailed until the fourth day, after which, 
if not the originator, he became the universal 
and uniform dispenser of light to other bodies, 
as well as a measure of time. It may appear 
simple, but it is not absolutely certain that 
any of the planets were set in motion until 
the completion of the six day’s work. If such 
was the case then only a small portion of 
our earth was fit for habitation either by 
man or beast. 

The existence of a pre-Adamite race and 
other forms of animated and vegetable life, 
which presupposes the existence of a prior 
world, or at least the partial destruction and 
re-creation, so as to constitute the present, 
serves only to confuse, if not to increase, the 
difficulty of a_ satisfactory solution of ‘the 
mighty problem. 

Would it be an unwarrantable stretch of 
imagination, to suppose that all the myriad 
worlds known to exist, with all their varied 
forms of life, differing laws, and forces of 
government, of which our earth is but an in- 
finitesimal part of a stupendous whole, were, 
after all, the result of what must be conceded 
by the most advanced thought, unexplainable 
by all known physical laws? If not, then it 
may not have required millions of years, the de- 
struction of a pre-Adamic world, pre-Adamic 
race, or a period of greater length than six 
complete revolutions of our earth, in order to 
the completion of God’s manifold works. 

Whatever may be the true explanation, it 
is certain that the mechanism of the world is 
such as to challenge the admiration of. the 
wisest of all ages, as well as impress the mind 
of the beholder with a sense of his insignifi- 
cance and inability to account for things. as 
they are, after having reached the highest 
plane of intellectual development. 

Stouffville, Ontario. 


ne 


Christ Our Advocate. 
BY REV. P. J. MILLHOFF. 


Christ is the advocate for our sin, for all 
have sinned, and thereby lost or fell short of 
the glory and promises of God. 

Christ is not only our advocate, but he is 
the angel of the covenant, the author and fin- 
isher of our faith. In God he is the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and 
the last, by whom all things were made. 

Such is our advocate, Christ the Son of God, 
the seed of the woman that bruised the ser- 
pent’s hedd; your advocate and mine for sin. 
If any man sins he has an advocate with the 
Father who is the brightness of the Father’s 
glory, and the express image of his person; 
ard in him all fullness dwells., and in him we 
live, move, and have our being; he is the bride- 


groom of the church; the bright and morning 
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star; he is the bishop of souls, the bread of 
heaven, the beloved of God, of angels, and of 
men; he is the covenant, the covert, the coun- 
selor, the captain of our salvation, the desire 
of all nations, the elect of God, the Emanuel 
(God with us), the fountain of the living wa- 
ters, the first-born among many brethren, our 
refuge, our hiding place from the storm. 

He also has become our salvation, and is 
the light, the life, the truth, the way, the 
leader, the law-giver, the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world; he is the 
judge and king, he is our high priest, the prince 
of peace, the first begotten from the dead, our 
sun and shield, our high tower, the Shiloh, the 
rock of faith, the physician of souls, the great 
power of God unto salvation to all them that 
believe in his name; he is the refuge, the ran- 
som, the righteousness, the resurrection from 
the dead of all who will be saved; he is the 
Son of God and Son of man, the surety, the 
shepherd, the faithful and true witness; the 
Word of God to man, and in his name all divine 
revelation is comprehended. 

He said, “He that believeth in me, the works 
that I do shall. he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do; because I go unto my 
Father.” “And these signs shall follow them 
that believe; * * * * they shall lay hands on 
the sick and they shall recover.” 


Now my dear readers and ministers of the 
cross of the blessed Christ, do we fully and 
sincerely believe in Christ? If we do we must 
also believe that we can do what he told us 
we shall do. Try it, and rely on the promises 
of Christ, the true and faithful witness, whose 


word cannot fail. 
Sidney, Ohio. 


apices: gilt 
“I’d like to interest you in an insurance 
scheme—” 
“Get out! 
men.” 
“Ah! That’s just it. Our scheme is to in- 
sure you against the importunities of insurance 
men.”—Philadelphia Press. 


I’m tired of talking to insurance 








Field Notes. 
‘«‘Behold I Bring You Good Tidings.” 


[We desire news for this department and desire it con- 
densed. Obituary matters should be omitted from it; also 
allusions to. mafriages. Report to us additions, baptisms, 
extra meetings, dedications, repairs, ordinations, calls, in- 
stallations, donations, — organizations of churches, 
Sunday-schools, Endeavor Societies, and all matter connect- 
ed with the spiritual. work or prosperity of the Lord’s 
people. ]} 





NEW ENGLAND. 


York Corner, Me.—The Haverhill and Boston papers 
gave a full report of the 100th anniversary of the 
South Christian Church, of HAVERHILL, Mass. The 
exercises were spread over four days, commencing 
Friday, April 6, and closing the following Monday 
evening. A neat program was issued with a photo- 
graph of the pastor, and the house of worship; also 
giving a brief history of the church. On Friday eve- 
ning, Albert L. Bartlett, A.M., gave a very interest- 
ing historical discourse. Many of the photographs of 
those who had been pastors of the church were shown 
upon the screen, also a view of Haverhill in 1815. 
The house of worship was shown as it appeared when 
built in 1824, also as it was remodeled in 1860, and 
in its present form. An incident worthy of mention 
on Sunday afternoon was the attendance of Mrs. 
Mary J. Stockbridge, who this month has reached 
the age of one hundred and two years. She is two 
years older than the church. Rev. A. A. Williams, a 
former pastor, was present during the four days, and 
took an active part in the services. The services 
throughout were of deep interest and* largely attend- 
ed.... Wilbur Glenn Voliva, the newly elected head of 
the Dowie Church, was at one time pastor of the 
Christian church at YORK, Maine. He held the po- 
sition one year and was highly spoken of. Rev. M. 
L. Wolfe, of Haverhill, and Mr. Voliva both attended 
the Union Christian College in Merom, Ind., in the 
early 90’s, being roommates for three years. _ The 
Haverhill Gazette of recent date reports Mr. Wolfe 
as saying, “Voliva is all right, even if he is a Dowie 
ite. He is one of the brightest young men I ever 


ey 


knew. He is a man of strong individuality and a 
forcible speaker. I have seen him sit down and write 
a sermon or an address, read it over once, and then 
give me the manuscript, mount a box and recite it 
over word for word, and not make a mistake. He 
can read a book over a few times and then recite 
every paragraph. He is the last man on earth that 
I should have picked out to go over to Dowie. He 
preached a year at York, and as I was nearby (at 
OGUNQUIT), we visited each other frequently.”.... 
The Easter services at the Court Street Christian 
Church at PORTSMOUTH, N. H., were of special in- 
terest. The pulpit platform was decorated with 
Easter lilies and palms. In the evening the Sunday- 
school gave an Easter concert.....Rev. Edgar War- 
ren, of Hampton, N. H., late pastor of the Congrega- 
tional church of that town, has been engaged to sup- 
ply the pulpit of the Christian church at NORTH 
HAMPTON.—Joun A. Goss, April 19, 1906. 


NEW YORK. . 


Fox Hill—Coming to life, the day star begins to 
shine. We have just been holding a revival. Nine- 
teen took Christ as their leader. We had Brother 
Reasoner, of Hadley, with us. The weather was bad 
most of the time, but the brothers and sisters were in 
earnest. Brother and Sister Morris’ work is almost 
done; they are ripening for the harvest. They were 
made to rejoice to see their children put on the Lord 
Jesus. Sister Laura Edwards is an earnest worker 
in the Lord’s vineyard. Longin years, but true to God’s 


cause. Over four years since I commenced to preach 
here. But a few times has her seat been empty in 
that time. Dear brothers in the ministry, and all 


praying ones, pray for Fox Hill Church. Remember 
the poor, weak servant that tries to preach to them. 
—Wm. Wrtson, Pastor. 


Otego.—It seems that the First Christian Church 
of OTEGO is again taking on new courage. At the 
monthly meeting Saturday the 14th inst, they voted 
unanimously to invite the N. Y. BE. C. C. to meet with 
them in their annual session in 1907, which is the 
first invitation in thirty years; that is, they have not 
entertained conference for thirty years. They also 
voted to hold a three days’ meeting in July of this 
year, which will be the anniversary of the church, 
organized in 1830. Full particulars of arrangements 
for the meeting will be given later. Also, the church 
decided to take away the small porch from the par- 
sonage and build one 26x8. Arrangements are being 
made to begin the work at once. On my return to 
the church I found them much weaker than when I 
left them, having lost some of their pillars in the 
last two years, Buf the good Book saith, “Let the 
weak say they are strong.” So, in the name of our 
Master we are moving on. Since the writing of the 


‘foregoing, some of the lumber is on the ground.— 


JouNn A. Ditton, April 18, 1906. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Finesville——I am now at this place, settled as pas- 
tor of the FINESVILLE Christian Church. The 
church here appears to be in fairly good working con- 
dition. It has been nearly a year since the former 
pastor went away, and though without regular preach- 
ing service since, the church has kept up the Sunday- 
school and the Y. P. 8S. C. E., and has received six 
persons into membership. We hope for good things 
from the Lord and that we may be able to do good 
work for his cause.—Z. A. Poste, April 16, 1906. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Manayunk.—Zion Christian Church.—May it be re- 
membered that we must raise $500 by the 6th of 
May to pay for a lot on which to build a Christian 
church, if it be the will of the good Lord. Brothers 
and Sisters, pray that God may get in the hearts 
of the people to do good on that day. All you may 
have to spare, please send to Rev. S. L. Baugher, 
Conshohocken, Pa.—B. Youne. 


Fairiew.—A three-day meeting closed at this 
place yesterday, Haster Sunday, conducted by Rev. 
Rinehart, of Ohio. The congregations were large 
and attentive. Revs. A. R. Garland and May, of the 
Rays Hill and South Pennsylvania Conference, and 
Rey. N. B. Miller, of the West Virginia Conference, 
were present. After the service Sunday the congre- 
gation retired to the water, where thirty-three were 
baptized., Rev. Garland assisted Rev. Rinehart in 
the work.—EMANUEL MILteR, Clerk, April 16, 1906. 


OHIO. 


West Liberty—We are now in our new parsonage 
and feel at home. We have also had electric lights 
placed‘ in the church, and will now have plenty of 
light on the subject, if it don’t come from the pulpit. 
At GLADY CREEK we are mourning the death of 
Father Hanger, who went to his reward April 8. 
We have received nineteen into church fellowship 
since coming to this pastorate. The work is moving 
slowly, but we think _in the right direction.—L. W. 
RYAN. 


Delphos.—The Christian church at this place 
elosed a successful series of meetings of three weeks 
duration; Sunday evening, April 15, being the last 
meeting. Ten conversions and accessions was the re- 
sult of the meeting. It was undoubtedly the most 
spiritual meeting that we have ever had the pleasure 
of enjoying at this place. The more than able sery- 
ices of Evangelist T. K. Leonard were highly appre- 
ciated, and he has gained a very warm place in the 
hearts of the people here, and has only opened up 
the way for greater work for the Master in the future. 
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Not only at this place has he accomplished a great 
work for the Master, but at MIDDLE RIVER, our 
sister church, five miles distant, where great num- 
bers have been made to see the light in his last two 


_ years’ services, by his fearless preaching. The 


Lord has been very kind to us in sending his servant 
this way to accomplish the work that was so much 
needed.—J. M. CHapman, April 17, 1906. 


Columbus.—Our Easter services began with a sun- 

rise prayer-meeting. At each_ service during the 
day offerings for Foreign Missions were received. 
The gifts are still coming in. One member was re- 
ceived Easter morning, two in the evening, and one 
on April 22, all by confession. April 16 and 17 I 
gave illustrated lectures (charts and maps) at the 
ENON church. Some gifts for the Columbus work 
were received and more will follow. Bro. 
Kerr the pastor, is planning work along educational 
lines for his congregation.....On Wednesday, April 
18, I visited SOUTH SOLON, lecturing once, and 
spending one day in the canvass for funds. Some 
of the brethren responded generously.....Rev. S. D. 
Bennett is pastor at South Solon, BOOKWALTER 
and JAMESTOWN. Historic GRASSY POINT is at 
present without services, owing to the difficulty of 
arranging the appointments in so large a pastorate. 
The largest Foreign Mission offering in the Ohio 
Central Conference was probably made this year by 
the church at MT. STERLING, $51.00.—O. W. Pow- 
ERS. 


Versailles.—Rev. B. S. Crosby tendered his resigna- 
tion as pastor of the Versailles Christian Church 
last Sunday, and he expects to close his work with 
the church on next Sunday evening. Mr. Crosby 
leaves here because of his wife’s health, which has 
been gradually declining almost from the day when 
they came to this city. Her earnest request now is 
that she be taken back to her native home in New 
York state, and it is to grant this request that the 
move is made. The reverend will accept the pastorate 
charge of the Christian church at Milan, with which 
congregation he began his work in the ministry a 
number of years ago. Mr. Crosby came to Ver- 
sailles about one year and a half ago, and he at once 
became popular with men and women of all classes. 
He is an excellent pulpit orator, an untiring pastor, 
and a good citizen. At the preaching services at his 
church there has been a marked increase in attend- 
ance ever since he came here and every department 
of the church is working harmoniously. At the regu- 
lar preaching services on last Sunday morning eight- 
een persons were received into church membership, 
after the pastor had delivered an appropriate Easter 
sermon. On next Sunday morning he will de- 
liver a sermon and in the evening he will give a lec- 
ture from the subject, “Busy Bodies.”—Versailles, 
(0O.), Leader, April 18, 1906. 


INDIANA. 


Huntington—At the First Christian Church the 
Sunday-school hour was given to the special Easter 


- exercises of the Sunday-school, consisting largely of 


songs and recitations by the juniors of the school. 
The songs by the choir of about twenty-five boys and 
girls were especially pleasing, under the direction of 
Miss Cleo Samuel. Miss Samuel and Mrs. Ed. Nix 
received a special vote of thanks for their splendid 
success in teaching the children the music. The morn- 
ing sermon was preached by the pastor, Rev. W. D. 
Samuel, and was a masterly effort. His subject was, 
“The Resurrection and Its Fruits.” “He is not here, 
for he is risen even as he said. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay.” “The resurrection of Christ is 
the greatest event in the history of the race. It 
changed the thoughts of all succeeding generations. 
Each generation is nearing the Christ life. The res- 
urrection has given us Christian homes and a Chris- 
tian nation. Every building has its foundation, every 
cirele its center, every arch its key-stone, so has 
Christianity its central truth, the resurrection of 
Christ. Before this, man did not understand his true 
relation to God. The resurrectiion planted the seeds 
of a better civilization. It taught man the worth of 
a human soul. It makes us think more of ourselves, 
New impulses now move the world, and men realize 
that they are stamped with divinity. The temple of 
Christianity rests upon the resurrection morn.” The 
evening sermon was also an Easter sermon. The sub- 
ject being “The Continuance of His Life.” It was full 
of inspiring hope for the Christian. At the close of 
the morning service two were received into church 
fellowship.—Daily News-Democrat, April 16, 1906. 


Frankfort Scraps.—The PRAIRIE CHAPEL people 
gave a nice Easter entertainment and supper in the 
basement of their church. While the attendance was 
not large, owing to the condition of weather and roads 
and some sickness, all were quite benevolent.... 
Scraps has made it a rule to be extremely careful 
to be very accurate in his statements. Once in a 
while mistakes are honestly made because the source 
of information is incorrect; as in the case of the 
report of the Indiana State Conference, the city 
press of Kokomo, was very inaccurate in its re- 
ports, failing to give credit where it properly be- 
longed. This caused Scraps, who used some clip- 
pings as a report of the meeting, to place honors 
that should have been given to others....The MEL- 
LOTT Church gave an Easter supper, the proceeds 
of which amounted to $54.00. Dolls, bonnets and 
aprons had ready sale....President H. L. Bailey, of 
the Western Indiana Conference, is to be congratu- 
lated on his call as pastor to the Mellott Church, to 
take charge next September. The present pastor, 
Rev. A. J. Akers, as we are informed, declined to 
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serve longer than August.....Those. who read 
“Scraps” will remember the statement that 1906 
would probably be remembered because of its dis- 
asters, earthquakes, fires and social unrest. ‘The 
world is filled with a tendency to enjoy unrighteous- 
ness, and with a disposition to actual wickedness. 
Yet there are many, very many, numbered by the ten 
thousands, who worship God devoutly and con- 
tinually. But do not deem us pessimistic when we 
utter the thought that the church is not saving the 
souls and doing the good that it could and should. 
The moral reform wave should be more pronounced 
and prompt.....We sincerely hope that there will be 
a united feeling with the entire brotherhood regard- 
ing the location of the Convention. Of course, our 
preference was Iowa, as it more fully came under 
the term west, but our every act always has been to 
be loyal to decisions, against our best judgment, and 
to honor the officials who preside over the interests of 
the church. Our mail does not indicate perfect har- 
mony, and to such let us say, “Come to Huntington 
en masse and make the approaching Convention one of 
the best in its history, and if things are not going to 
suit you, you have the remedy. Come, and vote to 
make it suit.”....ZZQON Church, Cory, Ind., mourns 
the sudden demise of Bro. L. D. Gard. He was one 
of our God-blessed, good, loyal men....Rev. E. D. 
Simmons is doing an excellent work in the Southern 
Indiana Conference. -His last trip’ south was hin- 
dered by high waters, in holding a long meeting. 
Brother Simmons is one of our foremost church work- 
ers....The Stanfordville, New York, Biblical Insti- 
tute meeting will convene May 9th... .Sister Fowler, 
STERLING Church, delegate to joint convention, was 
detained because of sickness.....Sister Thomas Mil- 
ler, one of the earnest and willing workers of the 
Sterling Church, has been deprived of good health 
nearly two years, being deprived of her voice. The 
church misses her presence ever so much. May the 
good Physician restore the sister back to her wished- 
for health....We are glad to know that Brother 
and Sister McIrvin, of Sterling Church, escaped the 
awfulness of the California earthquake.—PHILLIPs, 
April 21. 


ILLINOIS. 


Norris City——Our services at SIMS, third Sun- 
day, were greatly hindered by sickness. The Chris- 
tian Endeavor and Sunday-school are both doing 
well. Rev. M. Smith’s wife has been dangerously 
sick. She is better now.....We had an official meet- 
ing at RICHLAND Friday, the 20th, and reorganized 
the church. The church has been without a pastor 
for nearly four years. The following officers were 
elected: Deacons, G. F. Smith and John Butler; 
trustees, L. J. Shorb, William Nearill, and G. F. 
Smith; clerk and treasurer, Will Young; finance, 
Will Young and L .J. Shorb; moderator, Wm. Nearill. 
The church will call a pastor and go to work.—A. H. 
BENNETT, April 21. 


Olney.—-Have just returned home from PLEASANT 
HILL Church, Illinois Conference, where I spent 
four nights. Found the church in fine condition, with 
Elder W. T. Paul as pastor. Brother Paul is held 
in high esteem by all. I preached four nights, and 
received two into church fellowship....I go to ST’. 
MARIE to-day for Sunday. I expect to go to 
MILLSHOALS, Illinois, Monday, the 23rd, to begin 
special meetings. We have no Christian church 
at the above place. John R. Nebos is conducting the 
music for me in these special meetings. Brethren, that 
we could work more of the towns where we have no 
Christian churches, for when they learn of our prin- 
ciples I believe we could organize many churches.— 
DonaLp G. Vint, April 20, 1906. 


Urbana.—Easter has come and gone. It brought 
many blessings and left sacred memories, which 
shall call us to higher and better things. Our serv- 
ices on that day manifested a beautiful spirit, in 
that all departments of the church gladly responded 
to the urgent call of our mission needs. The fol- 
lowing collection was taken: Church, $44.05; grand- 
mothers, $5; missionary society, $5; Juniors, $1; Sun- 
day-school, $3.51; Christian Endeavor, $4.23.  Be- 
sides, the C. E. had sent $10,00 and the church $20.00 
a few months before, making a total of $87.79, .and 
we hope more to follow. This is far above the or- 
dinary record, and we rejoice, because we feel it to 
be a good move in the proper direction. The work 
is very encouraging; the attendance and interest 
good. Bro. Alex Clapp, of DANVILLE, was present 
and assisted in the service.—W. H. SAnpo. 


Greenup.—The writer filled his regular apointment 
at CHRISTIAN CHAPEL Church over the third Sun- 
day, and enjoyed a splendid meeting. The Christian 
Endeavor is doing a good work at this place....I go 
to HORDENSVILLE over Sunday, and then stop at 
NEWTON Monday night, expecting to assist Pastor 
A. O. Jacobs in revival meetings. ...We were pleased 
to have call at our home one morning this week Rev. 
Mayhan, of U. C. College, Merom, Indiana. He speaks 
very highly of the college and expects to be in school 
this fall again; and he speaks of Rev. Bradbury in 
the college as making splendid grades. May the Lord 
bless those young men, and may the sunlight of 
heaven shine brightly on the college.... W. M. Camp- 
bell reports his work in a better spirit, and looking 
for better days....Rev. M. V. Hathaway, of TRIM- 
BLE, reports good meetings at MOUNT ZION Easter 
Sunday, and had a lovely meeting, good crowds, good 
interest, and two additions Saturday night; commun- 
ion services Sunday at 3 p. m., and feet-washing and 
a shout, and the people praised God for his holy 


presence. Brother Harnest Coble and his cousin, both 
young men, who are young ministers, were present 
in the meeting. -Surely, it is good to dwell together 
in these heavenly places. Brother Hathaway speaks 
of his work as being in a growing condition. Breth- 
ren, let us pray that God may keep all humble in 
spirit. We earnestly ask the prayers of all the 
brethren.—-S. PRice. 


Carbondale.—Because of bad weather and bad roads 
the country churches in this section were almost en- 
tirely deprived of all kinds of services during the 
month of March, and the two first Sundays of April. 
Our services at NEW LIBERTY last Sunday were 
greatly hindered, as above; yet fair congregations 
were in attendance, and highly enjoyed, and they 
evidenced that hungering that made the services 
very spiritual. Our communion was surely the best 
I ever witnessed at that church, as almost every 
one partook of the emblems. We also had two very 
valuable accessions. Yes, we took the foreign mis- 
sion collection....Nearly all the church houses in 
close proximity of Union ‘have been tendered to them 
to hold services. UNION Church has been in exist- 
ence for sixty years, as Rey. M. L. Fly said Sunday, 
that when a lad of twelve years, he went there to 
church, and he is now nearly seventy-three years old. 
The good people all around have so shown their 
sympathy for Brother Garner, who had all his goéds 
blown away or broken to pieces, so much that they 
have possibly fully made up for all losses, for which, 
of course, they are very thankful, and highly appre- 
ciative....In several of the towns around here there 
has been a great war waged against the saloon; and 
thank God, they so successfully mobilized their forces 
that in nearly every case they were successful.... 
Say, have you read the Whitaker-Overman debate? 
If not, send for it instanter! I think it should read 
Underman. Yes, it is as good as old wheat in the 
mill!....Surely the force of the admonition of Christ, 
“Be ye ready,” is fully realized when we read the 
force of the ravages of Vesuvius, and the great disas- 
ter at San Francisco....From a human view it seems 
queer that such a noble life as was lived by L. D. Gard 
should be brought to such an abrupt ending. His 
means, time, talent, and every energy, were for the 
church and Sunday-school, and a good Samaritan 
in every particular, and a special friend of his pas- 
tor in every case....Do not forget the meeting at 
JERUSALEM Church, beginning Friday night before 
the fifth Sunday of April. Let there be a full at- 
tendance.—Gero. W..DRAPER. 


Tuscola.—Splendid Easter services at PLEASANT 
VIEW Sunday, with offering for foreign missions. 
Brother Jack Starr and Sister® Mattie Starr gave 
$5.00 each for the Porto Rican work. ‘They also 


become members of “Illinois State Brigade.” Thanks. . 


Money sent and credited to the same....A renewal 
to the good old Heratp....Baptizing next meeting 
day at PLEASANT VIEW....Special services were 
conducted passion week at GARRETT by Pastor H. 
G. Rowe. There were four accessions to the church. 
"...Rev. G. D. Lawrence is booming the work at 
DANVILLE. A special Easter service was conduct- 
ed there on Sunday evening, last. Good audience.... 
The work at PRAIRIE HOPE is on the up grade. 
Pastor Littell reports his work there this year up 
to the present as follows: Sermons, 31; accessions, 
183; renewals, 3; visited twelve families within the 
church, and four outside; communions, 1; collections 
all taken; received: up to date, $133.10; donation, 
$31.00....Rev. ©. C. Tarr, pastor at HEDRICK, 
Indiana, writes: “The church here is doing well. 
all things considered, All her bills are paid up to 
date. Two dollars and fifty cents, last month, was 
sent to Dr. Bishop for missions, and the same amount 
to Japan sufferers.” He is hopeful and anxious for 
a greater amount of spirituality. Let us pray for 
Brother Tarr and our brethren at Hedrick....The 
church at ATWOOD is at work on the new building. 
We are in receipt of $2.48 from the hands of Bro. 
O. L.- Storey, clerk of the church in Atwood, for Jen- 
nie Mishler, in Porto Rico, it being pennies given 
as birthday offerings from the Sunday-school. They 
have been sending them heretofore to Franklinton, 
but now will send for a time to Porto Rico. Thanks. 
The money is forwarded "to Brother - Bishop. ...We 
sympathize with Brother Draper and the brethren 
at UNION Church, in southern Illinois, because of 
the sad loss of their church, building. in the recent 
cyclone. What a feeling of horror came to us from 
the sad news of the destruction of San Francisco. 
Jesus says, “Though heaven and earth shall pass 
away my word shall not pass away.” His word 
is the truth and our only hope. Let us cling to it. 
“Be ye also ready.” ‘“Even’so, come Lord Jesus.”— 
I. M. H., April 21. 


IOWA. 

Des Moines.—It affords me much joy to say 
through the good old Heratp that the DES MOINES 
Christian Church is doing quite well under the faith 
ful labors of Brother Helfenstein and family. His 
wife is a good worker. We are getting the confidence 
of the public that we lost through the crooked work 
of less than one half dozen of active members. But 
God has stood by us. The prayer-meetings are well 
attended and the Lord is giving us of his Spirit. 
The sabbath-school is quite large and growing every 
sabbath. We beg the prayers of all good people that 
we may yet be the means of doing some 
good for the Master. My health is quite good for 
one past 85 years; I gave the prime of my life in 
the late war of the Rebellion—Wwma. Bactey, April 
16, 1906. i: bt 


A.C.C. Column. 


Rev, J. F. Burnett, D. D., of Muncie, Indiana, is the sec. 
retary of the American Christian Convention, and we place 
his matter in this column, as well as other matter, occas. 


nal. relat to the A. C. C.; but Dr. re- 
sponsible only for the ant signed with his name. Let- 
ters concerning the A. C. C. work should be addressed to 


him, 





, WHY SHOULD IT BE THUS? 

Sometime ago I received the following letter from 
a brother who I kuow would rather suffer wrong 
than do wrong, and when his spirit is stirred as in- 
dicated in his letter he was certainly greatly provoked, 
Brother Burnett, Muncie, Ind.: 

DeaR Sm -aAnD Bro.:—No doubt you get tired of 
questions and conundrums, but please bear with me 
a little. There is a tendency upon the part of Dis- 
ciples (or Campbellites) to assume our name, and 
thereby secure our influence. Everywhere they an- 
nounce under the title or name Christian, leaving 
the impression that they and we are one, and in 
some localities it has the desired effect, more especial- 
ly among the young. 

Now the question. Cannot this be legally stopped? 
If so it should be done, and done quickly. - No doubt 
you understand the situation better than I, so I will 
not try to explain; but I am worried over the matter 
not a little, and I am willing to do my part in right- 
ing matters. 

If you can find the time please answer. 

Yours truly. 

To this letter I replied as follows: 

Dear BrorHer:—I have your letter concerning the 
Disciples, and hasten to reply. There has not been 
a time for the last sixty years that they have not 
troubled us. There is no legal recourse. I under- 
stand that legal proceedings were at one time insti- 
tuted in Iowa, and that the courts held, that the 
name was a general name, and could not be used ex- 
clusively by any one body of people, (or as stated 
in the decision, by any one sect). 

The best thing to do, is to inform the people. 
Preach and tell the story of our birth and name. The 
best thing of all to do, is to scatter the leaflets I 
inclose. They are for free distribution from the 
Christian Publishing Association. 

Then, “The Origin and P?inciples of the Christians” 
should be put into as many hands as possible. When 
the people know the truth they will believe it. God 
bless you in your work. Very truly, 

J. F. BuRNett. 

There is a marked and radical difference between 
the Disciples and Christians, and to state otherwise 
is misleading, and false, to all known and. recognized 
facts. We had an organized existence, a name (Chris- 
tian) and had been doing business as an organized 
body of believers twenty years or more before Camp- 
bellism was preached even by the founders of the 
Disciple church. In the conference on the federa- 
tion of churches held in New York City last Novem- 
ber, they were called Disciples in the printed pro- 
grams, in all the references made to their church, 
in the introduction of all their speakers, and in the 
plan of federation as permanently adopted by the 
conference. They are known in law as the Church 
of Christ, or the Disciples of Christ; they are known 
in ‘history as the Disciples of Christ; they are known 
in their own literature as the Disciples of Christ; 
and yet locally they insist upon being known as the 
Christian church. 

The Christian church never made baptism a test 
of fellowship and the Disciples do, and that alone 
makes them a sect. The course of this people is 
constantly and persistently causing confusion, and 
wrongfully using our organized name, can never be 
justified. A similar act in the commercial world 
would render them amenable to the law, for assum- 
ing an already registered trademark, and the ethics 
of duty ought certainly to be higher than those of 
commerce. This usurpation of the name always 
causes confusion between the two bodies, especially 
where they both exist in the same town. Cases might 
arises in which property would be. placed in jeopardy, 
and when bequests are made there might be condi- 
tions under which it would be hard to determine the 
intention of the testator. 

But no matter about that, they go right on, colly 
appropriating the name which they know does not 
rightfully belong to them as the name of their organi- 
zation, and in many places the people are led to be 
lieve that we are the wicked transgressors, and that 
as a branch of*that great and noble church we hive 
no right to the name. Many of our people moving 
into cities are led to unite with them, some of whom 
are really made to believe that the two bodies are 
one. 

Our only recourse is information. We should not 
go to law, but the people should know the truth. Not 
only our own people, but theirs, and the general 
public as well. There should be a baptism of reliable 
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information upon the people, and had I the money 
with which to do it, it would be done. 

Some one who loves the Christians, and has the 
money should see that literature setting forth the 
facts is widely, and constantly scattered among the 
people. A truth that is not worth contending for, 
is not worth holding, and all too long have we allowed 
the truth to slip out of our hands, and as a result 
we are becoming powerless as a people. We have a 
right to the name Christian, as the name of our body, 


_ and the Disciples know it, and should be Christian 


enough to accord it to us, and be content with the 
name which designates them as a sect, or take away 
the test of fellowship, and become rightful wearers 
of the name Christian. We have talked union until 
we have become an offense and have emasculated the 
truth of God on the great subject of unity, and we 
have held the name Christian all too lightly, and it 
is high time that we awake to our duty and privilege, 
as a people, and be something, believe something, 
stand for-something, and do something. 

But those of us who have not taken up-the collec- 
tions, should do that, before taking the cudgel. 

J. F. Burnett, Sec. A. C. C. 
——$____ 


AMENDMENTS. 

I have received some suggestions concerning amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the American Christian 
Convention, including a request that I give notice of 
amendments “To each and all of the articles of the 
Constitution.” While this might be a convenience 
for the brethren, there is some doubt whether the 


‘Convention would sustain a ruling permitting such 


a notice to be regarded as sufficient. The sixteenth 
article of the Constitution reads: 

“This Constitution may be amended at any 
session of the Convention by a two-thirds vote, pro- 
viding the proposed amendment shall have been pub- 
lished in the denominational papers for three months, 
or by unanimous consent of the Convention.” 


I would suggest that it will be safer for brethren 
who desire to have amendments considered, to give 
notice in the exact words of the changes desired, and 
referring to the articles by number. 

Some of the features of the Constitution adopted 
at Norfolk did not receive as much attention by the 
committee on organization or by the Convention it- 
self as the committee to draft a constitution antici- 
pated. Some changes might be of use in making it 
a more workable instrument. It would be well to 
make the notices promptly, especially if the proposed 
changes should affect the policy of the Convention, 
like the one suggested by Brother Mason. It might 
even be of advantage to devote a little time in the 
conference sessions to the proposed changes, that 
the delegates may know the mind of the brethren, 
although definite instructions would not be _ best. 
Some of the following points have been mentioned 
to me, and some have occurred to me as worthy of 
the attention of the, delegates. 1. Dropping the 
word “American” from the Convention name. 2. 
Reducing the number of the Mission Board. 3. 
Creating two boards—one for Home and one for 
Foreign Missions. 4. Re-establishing the Board of 
Control for Franklinton. (The present Board exists 
as a temporary arrangement by joint action of the 
Executive Board and the Educational Board.) 5. 
Dropping the provision in Art. 13, making the Pres- 
ident of the Publishing Associaton ex-officio a mem- 
of the Executive Board of the Convention. 6. The 
proposition (I think of Brother Conibear) doing 
away with the rather anomalous position of the 
president of the Mission Board, who is responsible 
not to the Mission Board, but to the Executive Board 
of the A. C. C. O. W. Powers. 


——$ $$$ 
ORGANIC WORK. 


In studying sociological conditiags of some western 
states, interesting movements are seen taking place 
at this time. There is a rush of people from Iowa 
and neighboring states to the great Northwest. 
Western Canada is levying upon the best western 
blood of the United States. It is estimated to-day 
that out of a total population of 800,000 people in 
Western Canada, 200,000 are Americans. Iowa has 
actually decreased in population in the last five years. 
Wealth has increased at an enormous rate in this 
state, but population has decreased. The invasion of 
unsettled. territory has: borne along many classes. 
Rev. John Hadley, ex-pastor of the Friend’s church 
here in Le Grand and ex-principal of the Le Grand 
Friends’ Academy, which has now ceased to exist, 
has recently gone to Canada to farm. On the way 


there, his train full of emigrants to Canada, was de- 
layed at Minneapolis, because the railway facilities 
were not sufficient to handle the traffic. The pastor 
of the Congregational church four miles from Le 
Grand has taken a homestead in Colorado, and Prof. 
Meyers, well-known in Iowa and Illinois, has moved 
to the Northwest and reports that South Dakota is 
a wonderful country. 

The center of population of the corn, wheat, oats, 
barley, rye and buckwheat in 1900 was located at 
about twenty-eight miles north of Quincy, III. 

In 1850 the median point of these six most impor- 
tant cereals was twenty miles east of Cincinnati, O. 

In the next fifty years this point moved about 384 
miles west and 104 miles to the north. However, at 
present the western movement may have practically 
reached its limit. But scientific agricultural meth- 
ods applied to semi-arid regions, outside of irriga- 
tion, may draw the center still farther west. 

These statistics are suggestive to us as a people. 
For our history seems to teach that we succeed in 
country better than in city work. We need to 
study our ability as well as what we desire to do. 

Do we as a denomination intend to follow along 
lines, simply because we are accustomed to do so, 
or shall we study the fields, with an eye open to 
thirty, sixty, one hundred per cent. increase for the 
future. 


For one, I was sorry that the Executive Board did 
not give more time to the location of the Quadrennial. 
No doubt they were conscientious in their vote; no 
doubt they were compelled by their observations to 
vote as they did; for since I have been in Iowa, 
(seven years) only one member of the Executive 
Board, I think, has ever been inside the state. They 
could not be blamed for this, perhaps, as their sup- 
port and their duties were paramount and in other 
places. But can we not make some arrangements at 
the next Convention, to give our general officers 
salaries, so that they could devote their whole time 
to their important offices and make semi-occasional 
calls on brethren outside of .the charmed circle? 
The visits of the Mission Secretary, Dr. Bishop, did 
good, but we would be glad to see, in the flesh, at 
least once in five years, some of our other officials. 
Brethren in Iowa are a part of the brotherhood as 
well as the good brethren in the N. Y. Eastern or 
Miami Ohio conferences. 

I at times fear that some of our leading men do not 
comprehend the greatness of the West, and the pos- 
sibilities of future growth; for within the last few 
years, St. Louis, Mo., and Madrid, Iowa, have both 
been rejected as suitable places for holding the Quad- 
rennial. What of the future? 

The Dakotas and Colorado and Western Canada 
are now in the formative period of their growth. 
We are giving a few beggarly hundreds, where we 
might put in thousands, not to give the people money, 
for they will probably be rich in a few years, but to 
organize them, and reveal to them the Christian 
principles, which they already believe. 

We, as a denomination, have the money. The 
question is, Do we have the self-sacrificing spirit and 
the brains? If we do not live our principles, and 
scatter them abroad, they will be taken from us, and 
given to others, whom we now despise. Are we sure 
that God and the world must wait for us? “Arise, 
shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee.” CARLYLE SUMMERBELL. 


Le Grand, Iowa. 





. 4 
Mission Column. 
Rev. J. G. Bishop, D. D., Dayton, Ohio, is ‘the secretary 
and treasurer of the missionary department of the American 
Christian Convention, and we place his communications in 
this column, as well as other matter relating to missions; 
but Dr. Bishop is responsible only for the matter signed 


with his name. All letters concerning business connected 
with missions should be addressed to him. 


Fifty, One Hundred, One Thousand. 


For mission offerings this year Norfolk, Va., 
chureh still stands at the head with $1,000. 
Next follows Suffolk, Va.; New Lebanon, Va.; 
Gulf, Pa.; Dayton, Ohio; Troy, Ohio; Farm- 
land, Ind.; and Hope, IIL, each with $100 and 
over. Then we have Fall River, Mass.; Mt. 
Sterling, Ohio; Greenville, Ohio; and Urbana, 
Ill., each with $50 and over. Of personal of- 
ferings we have received one of $100, three of 
$50 and over, and quite a number both of 
church and personal of $25 to $45. We know 


that the pastor of one of the churches whose 
foreign mission offering is nearing the one-hun- 
dred-dollar mark is making effort to reach it. 
Of course we expect them to reach it, for the 
will to reach any reasonable point is an almost 
sure prophecy that the point will be reached. 
Then we have an idea that some of the churches 
that in the foreign offering have approached 
near the fifty-dollar line will make effort, by 
addition, to reach it. 

Our encouragements, however, are not all 
with the fifties and upwards. We are not ex- 
pecting the majority of our churches to reach 
that point just yet. But quite a number of 
them are making encouraging increase in their 
offerings this year. 


Say, while we are talking about it, did your 
church make any increase in its foreign mis- 


-sion offerings this year? Did you try to have 


it make an increase? Did you want to have 
it make an increase? 


Remember, it will require an aggregate of 
thirty per cent. increase to carry the enlarged 
work this year. Has your church made its 
share of this increase? If not, and you have 
any desire for your church to bear its share of 
the needed increase, there is opportunity. 
Make another effort, secure the money and 
send it on and it will be added to your previous 
offering. ay 

Quite a number of churches have not yet 
taken, at least have not yet sent in, an offering 
for foreign missions. Please do not defer this 
matter much longer brethren. Our blessed 
Christ is still “sitting over against the treas- 
ury” observing those who cast in, and—those 
who do not. Shall we hear him say, “Well 
done, for as much as ye did it (give the bread 
of life) unto one of the least of these, ye did it 
unto me?” ; ig} 

J. G. Bishop, Mission Secretary. 


ee 


A Letter. 


Dear Brorner BisHop:—* * * In my last 
letter I wrote you about Brother Irokawa’s 
eleven year old daughter being sick with pneu- 
monia. She passed away last Saturday morn- 
ing and we had the funeral Sunday afternoon, 
the burial being in the Christian cemetery in 
this city. All the friends were very Sympa- 
thetic indeed, and a direct result of the death 
and funeral was that an aunt of the child 
(Brother Irokawa’s sister, temporarily with 
them) decided to commit herself to the faith 
in which the little one passed away. In death 
as well as in life we can serve the Master, and 
in which at any time the most effectually he 
alone knows. The Lord comfort the hearts of 
the parents! 

Sister True passed through here the other 
day on her way toward America. When here, 
her expectation was to sail from Yokohama 
early in April. 

T am especially rejoiced over Mrs. Garman 
being a professional book-keeper, for I take it 
for granted that the fact offers a solution of 
one of our troublesome problems,—what to do 
about the mission treasurership. I predict 
that you will hear more of this matter not long 
after their arrival in Japan. 

You certainly have the sympathy of us all in 
the stress through which you and the Board 
are passing;—the Lord strengthen you to sus- 
tain it, and comfort you in all your troubles! 
And may he touch the hearts of our people 
and raise up friends for the cause! The Japan 
work is in the shape where d-e-f-i-c-i-t spells 
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disaster, and certain as we are that we are 
serving his great purposes here, surely we 
ought to pray in faith for our needed supplies. 
And -I have always had great confidence in 
you and the Board. 

My health is still uncertain; I know that I 
need not beg an interest in your prayers,— 
concerning this matter. 

With regards from us both, 

Yours as ever, 
E. C. Fry. 
incicingediapip taal 


A Postscript. 


Deak Dr. Bisnor:—I will just add a post- 
script to husband’s letter. The twenty-eighth 
of last month, another primary teacher con- 
fessed her faith in Christ. Her family are 
strongly opposed, so she will have much per- 
secution. Pray for her. 

The primary school near us has three lady 
teachers in the fourth grade. Two of them re- 
ceived baptism last year. It was largely 
through their leading that the third teacher 
has now made the great choice. Her two 
friends say they never saw a greater change 
in any one than has been in her. The power 
of Christ. 

This morning two of the grammar school 
girls expressed their determination to follow 
Jesus the Christ. The father of one is next 
to the highest official in the postoffice, while 
the father of the other is a prison. warden. 
Both men hate liquor and are willing for their 
daughters to be Christians. 

Love to all, Hastily, 

Susie V. Fry. 


Utsunomiya, Japan. 


Y.P.S.C.E. Column. 


tev. Horace Mann, Rifle, Colorado, is the secretary of 
the Y. P. S. C. E. department of the American Christian 
Convention, and we place his communications and _ those 
sent by him in this column; but he is to be considered 


* responsible only for the matter signed by his name. 


THE PRAYER-MEETING. 
BY REV. M. W. BAKER. 

Topic for April 29, 1906.—‘Home Missions” Among 

Foreigners in America. Ephesians 2: 13-19. 
DAILY READINGS. 

Mon.—Oppress not the stranger. Exod. 23: 1-9. 

Tues.—God’s care for the oppressed. Psa. 146: 
1-10. 

Wed.—‘Respect of persons.” Jas. 2: 1-10, 
Thurs.—“Angels unawares,” Heb. 138: 1-é 


Fri.—Your nearest neighbor. Acts 5: 8-1 
Sat.—An early home missionary. Acts 10: 34-43. 
ABRAHAMS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 


Many to-day, like Abram of Ur, have heard what 


to them is the voice of God, “Get thee out of thy 


country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
house, unto the lands that I shall show thee.” As 
a result, the migration toward America has surpassed 
that to any other land at any time. The numbers 
are greatest, representing every nation under the 
sun, and every type of character under the heavens. 
Men of the most divergent ideas upon any and every 
subject are thrown into the hopper of our naturali- 
zation to be made into good citizens and good souls. 
WHY THEY COME, 

Some whom we Call foreigners come as missionaries 
ef the eross to us, bearing the message of the deep- 
ened spiritual life; of the more reasonable and heij- 
ful interpretation of Scripture; or of the better ap- 
plication to our social problems of the principles of 
economics, civics, and statescraft. 

Most of those who come are, however, seeking to 
better their material and social condition, and are 
fit subjects for mission activity, rather than for lead- 
ership. As Jesus administered to people’s temporal 


needs that he .might more readily have access to 
their spiritual ailments, does he not mean that these 
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American immigrants, like Abram, should come ‘into 


possession of a better religion than they left or 
brought? 
OUR GREAT MISSION OPPORTUNITY. 


Recent years have brought great change in the 
character of immigrants, who are more and more in 
need of the gospel that seeks and saves. “The less 
desirable the character of the immigration, the more 
the need of reaching it with the gospel.” As with 
the black man a long way off, so we are likely to be 
very ready (sentimentally), to help the Russian, Ital- 
ian, and Austro-Hungarian, across the Atlantic, or 
the Asiatic across the Pacific. Why not help the 
same men who have come to our own shores seeking 
th> good things of the land of large limits and large 
hearts? 

WHERE THEY LIVE. 


These multitudes crowd into the large cities along 
the seaboards and lakes, so that they form foreign 
kingdoms without a king: Into the mines, factories, 
and tenements they go, and few of them know the 
opportunities in smaller inland -cities, and upon the 
broad land of our country south and west. 

“A walk of half an hour from my office,” says 
Dr. C. L. Thompson, of New York; will take me into 
a Hebrew city bigger than Jerusalem; another to 
a German city bigger than Dresden or Cologne; an- 
other to an Italian city as big as Venice; another to 
a Scandinavian city as big as the combined armies 
of Norway and Sweden. Roughly stated, one-fourth 
of the people of Manhattan Island are Hebrews, for 
whom practically nothing is done. More than one- 
third are Roman Catholics. There are, it is estimat- 
ed, 636,000 Protestants outside of church influence— 
nor are the conditions better in other cities.” 


WHERE OUR OWN WORK TOUCHES THESE FOREIGN 
GANGLIA, 


We have many churches and Christian Endeavor- 
ers in the states of New England, New York, Ohio, 
and Illinois, where most of the immigrants locate. 
Not many of these churches, however, are in the 
cities,. hence most of our Endeavorers do not come 
into immediate contact with the problem or the op- 
portunity. Boston, Brooklyn, Fall River, Providence, 
New Bedford, and some other manufacturing centers, 
where our churches are established, furnish oppor- 
tunities for this foreign mission work at home. The 
best illustration of this at present is our Boston 
church, which is said to have the largest Chinese 
Sunday-school in America, 


LEAVENING THE LUMP, 


To mix ourselves into this mass of humanity so 
that the whole shall be leavened is our business. The 
right influences will transform the great proportion 
of the young immigrants into characters patriotic 
and Christian, our helpers in every good national 
and gospel work. Shall we introduce them to Christ 
and so bring them under this right influence? 


Education Column. 


Rev. W. M. Baker, Ph.D., Springfield, Ohio, is the sec- 
retary of the educational department of the American 
Christian Convention, and we place his communications in 
this column, as well as other matter relating to education ; 
but he is responsible only for that signed with his name. 











FRANKLINTON CHRISTIAN COLLEGE. 


The commencement exercises of this institution 
were held in the Christian church at Franklinton 
Wednesday, April 18th, at 2 o’clock p. m. The even- 
ing before Prof. R. Bruce White, superintendent of 
education of Franklinton County, made a very prac- 
tical addréss on present-day education to a crowded 
house of students and their friends. 

The Board of Control was also present, and com- 
menced their work Wednesday morning at 8 o’clock. 
The session was harmonious, and every vote taken 
was unanimous. They visited the farm, and were 
all well pleased with the preparations that had been 
made for a crop. They were also well pleased that 
Member Foster and Professor Long had secured other 
land at a bargain. Plans were made for the fr*ure, 
pari 0i Which win ve rererrea to tne American Chris- 
tian Convention for approval. . 

Ten graduates from the middle department received 
certificates of scholarship in branches studied. Miss 
Sarah Long, the matron, presided at the piano. She 
is now an accomplished musician, and when the writer 
first knew her, she was a girl of eight years, with 
a talent for music. The capacity of the college is 
taxed to the utmost, and all who come have to make 
application in advance, and by this means a very 
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desirable class of students is secured. Enlarged ac- 
commodations must be provided soon, or the useful- 
ness of the college will be impaired. My visit was 
very pleasant indeed, and it was a great joy indeed to 
again clasp the hand in Christian greeting of those 
with whom I so pleasantly labored years ago. . 

N. Det McREyYNoOLDs. 
Bellefontaine; Ohio. : 


SUNDAY SCHOOL COLUMN. 


Rev. T. S. Weeks, Lubec, Maine, is the secretary of the 
Sunday-school department of the American Christian Con- 
vention, and we place his communications in this column, 
as well as other matter relating to the Sunday-schools; but 
he is responsible only for the matter signed by his name. 
Letters concerniny Sunday-schools should be addressed to 
him, or to Rey. J. P. \.atson, D. D., Dayton, Ohio, who is 
the editor of our Sunday-school literature. 











For the Sunday-school teacher who is perplexed 
by problems of discipline, and quite disheartened by 
the insubordinate boy or girl, the following may be 
a key to the situation. Tact is a first necessity with 
teachers everywhere, and as a sample the following 
is rarely excelled. 

HOW THE TEACHER “SOLVED” HENRY. 


She was such a slender little body that I marveled how 
she kept those forty-five children so still. I soon found 
out. In the first place, she was “still” herself. She made 
one think of Job’s words, “When he giveth quietness, who 
then can make trouble?” She spoke in an ordinary con- 
versational tone, and never once called for order. She 
had no bell. If a boy wriggled or showed signs of inatten- 
tion, a stimulating smile or a pleasant question recalled 
the wandering mind. 

“And so we learned last Sunday that the dearest and 
best thing that God has given us is—what?”’ Bs 

Instantly a number of voices responded, “Love! 

“Yes, love. And what do we call the place where we 
find the truest and swéetest love?” 

“Home!” chorused the children eagerly. : 

“Now; who can tell what we call the poor, silly boy who 
forgot that home is the best place on earth, and went 
away and left his good, kind father?” 

There was hesitation now, but at last one little fellow 
ventured, “The Prodigal Son.” 

“Thank you, Henry. Suppose you tell us about The 
Prodigal Son.” 

Rather shyly, with many words of encouragement from 
the teacher, Henry told a simple story, and sat down radi- 
ant. 

“I suppose,” I remarked, as the little teacher returned 
to the room after filing out her children, “that it is super- 
fluous to ask if you have a bad boy. Your class is com- 
posed of models, I see very plainly. 

“Oh,” said the girl merrily, “Henry’s my bad boy.” 

“Not the little chap who told about the Prodigal Son so 
nicely? Why, he seemed the very chief model.’ 

“Oh, but Henry was anything but a model—once,” said 
the teacher, conveying unspeakable things by that shake 
of her head. ‘When I took the class, you just ought to 
have seen Henry act! -I belabored him with the most > 
proved Sunday-school punishments,—corner-standing, back- 
to-sitting, and the various other ‘disgraces;’ but all to no 
purpose. Henry throve on them. I. really didn’t know 
but I should have to ask nat to stay away, because he 
spoiled my class. One day I called on Henry’s mother, and 
she had a burden on her soul because of Henry. ‘He leads 
all the other children in badness,’ she said plaintively. 
And do you know, that gave me an idea! When Henry 
walked in next Sunday, I held out my hand and told him 
that I was giad to see him. And before his amazement 
had time to work * and make him ‘suspicious, I said, 
‘Henry, I’m going to have three captains in my school, and 
I’m going to have you for head captain. Bach captain 
must look after a certain number of children, but the head 
captain must be responsible for the behavior of his own 
company, and for the behavior of the other two captains. 
Do you think you could be head captain? Could he? You 
should have seen his eyes sparkle! That settled my bad 
boy. Overcharged with the element of leadership, as I 
diagnose the case. Apparently it is as easy for him to lead 
in goodness as in badness. nd to think that once I was 
actually tempted to tell him that I could not stand him! 
How glad I am that I didn’t!” 

Oh, yes, brave little heart, wise little head, so, we believe, 
is he,“who teacheth thee to profit.’"~—Minna Stanwood, 
Jamaica Plain, Mass., in Sunday-School Times. 
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PRIMARY SUNDAY-SCHOOL HELPS. 
BY RUTH MAGNER. 
Topic for Sunday, April 29, 1906. 


YEAR’s TOPIC: JESUS OUR BEST FRIEND. 

QUARTER’S TOPIC: TEACHINGS OF JESUS. . 

LESSON TRUTH: FRIENDS or JESUS BEAR FRUIT FO 
Him. 


Show a handful of seeds. What did we say on 
Easter Sunday is in the bulbs and seeds that makes 
them grow? Where does this life come from? What 
must we do with the seeds before they will grow? 
If laid away on a shelf for yerrs will they grow 
when planted? Some seeds hive been planted and 
grown and mad@ grain after being laid away for 
hundreds of years. A seed, though small, is very 
powerful. If one falls under 2 heavy stone, it will 
sometimes grow out toward the light until it gets 
so strong it lifts the great stone out of its way. That 
is because of the life God has put into it. When 
planted one seed will grow and hear, sometimes, hun- 
dreds of other seeds; then we sxy the seed has in- 
creased. Let us remember these things about the 
seeds, for we will talk of them again presently. 
In our lesson to-day in —’s (?) gospel Jesus is talk- 
ing about seeds. He is by the seaside again, teaching 
from a boat, as he did in another lesson we had late- 
ly. Who remembers the name of that.sea? Now 
let us shut our eyes a minute and look at Jesus in 
the little boat, and the great crowd of people along 
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the shore. See the pretty blue water washing up 
in little waves at the feet of the men and women. 
What a crowd there is! Jesus sees that most of them 
are poor and ignorant, and knows that he must make 
his teaching very plain: and simple so that they ca 
understand. He looks over their heads to the hills 
beyond and there he sees a man sowing seed. The 
field where he sows is not fenced in but has narrow 
paths across it here and there. Down one of these 
the man goes, taking the seed from a loose bag hung 
from- his neck, and scattering it with his hand. 
Jesus begins to tell the people a story or parable 
about sowing seed. Now open your eyes and let us 
read the story from our Bible lesson. (Read y. 3. 
Draw path and simple lines to represent sower. Read 
v. 4; make marks for birds. Read vy. 5; draw stones 
or write STONY GROUND. - Read and explain vs. 6 to 8, 
drawing thorns and wheat or writing THORNS AND 
GOOD GROUND. If some of the children read well let 
them read part of the verses, always from the Bible.) 

When the crowd had gone Jesus’ disciples asked 
him what he meant to teach by this parable. He be- 
gan by telling them what he meant the seed to repre- 
sent. What does our golden text say it is? What is 
the Word of God? (Show Bible). Let us think of 
what we said about these seeds awhile ago. (Show 
seeds.) We said that God gave them life, which is 
something man cannot make, so God’s Word, the 
Bible, has in it help and life for men that no other 
book has. These seeds could be kept for hundreds 
of years and yet grow. God’s Word will lite even 
longer than that, for he says, “My words shall never 
pass away.” The little seed has power to lift- and 
burst even great stones, but God’s Word has a greater 
power to change men’s lives from sinfulness to purity. 
One seed will increase seeds, so a 
little part of Word spoken by even a child 
may inerezse until many souls are saved. So God’s 
Word is like seed in many ways. Who can you think 
of that is a sower sowing the good 
Word? 
ministers and teachers who preach and 
the Bible. 

Now let us see who are like the different kinds of 
soil where the seeds fell. The first seed fell where? 
What becsme of it? (Point to outline.) If a boy 
hears God’s Word in the Sunday-school, but pays no 
attention and forgets it befcre he 
not like this wayside soil? 


and make many 


God’s 


seed of God’s 
Jesus did so, also his disciples, and sll the 


teach from 


is he 
The evil birds of careless- 
ness and forgetfulness pick up the seed before it gets 


home, 


gets 


into his Leart. Who sends these birds? (Read v. 
15.) _Whet became of the seed that fell on stony 
ground? (Point.) This is the girl or bey who re- 


members the lesson from God's Word and tries to do 
what it seid until some hard needs to be done 
for Jesus, then gives up and stops trying. Next is 
the seed that fell where? (VPoint.) Sometimes one 
wants to love Jesus and serve him, but does not give 
up all his own way and after awhile the wish to 
please himself gets stronger than ‘the wish to please 
Jesus, and like the ugly thorns crowds out love for 
Jesus and others and- he is left selfish and proud. 
Do we want our hearts to be thorny ground, or stony, 
or hard like the pathway so that God’s Word can- 
not. grow up in them? The way to have them like 
the good ground is to see that all stones and thorns 
of sin are KEPT out while we 
out each sin as soom as we see it getting into our 
lives and putting a good seed of truth from God’s 
Word in its place. If a field is left empty 
it is sure to have weeds growing in it soon, so the 
only way to keep weeds of evil out of our lives is to 
keep them full of good thoughts, words and deeds, 
that will live forever and bear much fruit for Jesus. 
Let us sit quietly a moment and bury the seed of 
truth” in this lesson deep in our hearts by thinking 
about what Jesus taught, then we will ask him to 
help us bear fruit for him this week. 

Have “What shall the Harvest Be?” sung softly 
by an older person at close of prayer. 7 

Arthur, Il. 


task 


_NEW NOTICES. | 


Inauguration of Emmett Leonidas Moffitt, M. A., as 
President of Elon College, College Chapel, Elon College, N. 
(., 11:30 a. m., Wednesday, May 2, 1906. 


PROGRAM. 


Music. Invocation, Rey. P. H. Fleming, M.A., Burling- 
ton, N. €.; Seripture Lesson, Rev. W. 8. Long, D. D., Gra- 
ham, N. C.; Prayer, Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D.D., Elon Col- 
tege, N. C.; Welcome addresses in behalf of Southern Chris- 
tian Convention and former administrations, Rev. W. W. 
Staley, D.D., President Convention, Suffolk, Va.; American 
yiristian Convention, Rey. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary, 
Nuncie, Ind.; Alumni and Faculty, Prof. W. A. Harper, 
ni Aes Elon College, N. C.; Board of Trustees, Rev. J. P. 
arrett, D.D., Covington, Ohio. Inaugural address, Pres, 


are young, by taking 2 


HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. 


ident Emmett Leonidas Moffitt, M. A.g Greetings from Col- 


leges, President Henry Louis Smith, Ph. D., Davidson Col- 
lege; State Institutious, Prof. Eben Alexander, Ph. D., 
LL. D., Dean, of the University of North Carolina; The 


State Press, Hon. Josephus Daniels, Editor of News and Ob- 
server, Raleigh, N. C.; Benediction, Rev. J. W. Wellons, Elon 
College, N. C. - 


Committee on Inauguration—Professor J. U. Newman, 


D. D., Ph. D., Chairman; Col. J. BE. West, Suffolk, Va.; Capt. 
W. J. Lee, Norfolk; Va.; John A. Mills, Raleigh, N. C.; 
Rev. W. G. Clements, Morrisville, N. C.; S. W. Lincoln, 


Harrisonburg, Va.; Rev. W. H. Elder, Richland, Ga. 


NOTICE. 

The Miami Ohio Christian Conference will hold its eighty- 
eighth annual session September 1-5, 1906, with the Piqua 
Christian Chureh in biqua, Ohio, Rev. Edwin Morrell, pas- 
tor. Full notice of entertainment, railroad and traction 
lines, ete., will be given in due time. 

B. F. VAuGHAN, Conf. Sec’y. 

Centerville, Ohio. 


SOUTHERN CURISTIAN CONVENTION. 

Program of the sixteenth regular session of the Southern 
Christian Convention, to be held in the Burlington Chris- 

tian Church, Burlington, N. C., May 1-4, 1906. 

ORDER OF EXERCISES. 

Tuesday, May 1—8 p. m., convention called: to order by W. 
W. Staley, D. D., President: devotional services, Rev. 
J. W. Wellons, Elon College, N. C.; address of wel 
come, Hon. W. H. Carroll, Burlington, N. C.; 
Judge J. F. West, Waverly, Va.; enrollment of 
gates; address of. President W. W. Staley; 
officers and completion of organization ; 
business; adjournment and benediction. 
Wednesday, May 2—9:30 a. m., devotional exercises, 
W. G. Clements, Morrisville, N. C.; roll-call—minutes 
read and approved; report of Executive Committee, W. 
W. Staley, D.D., Chairman, Suffolk, Va.; report of 
treasurer, J. A. Mills, Raleigh, N. C.; report of Com- 
mittee on Y. P. 8S. C. B., Rev. C. H. Rowland, Chairmaa, 


response. 
dete- 
election of 


miscellaneous 


Rev. 


Franklin, Va.; address on Christian Endeayor—What 
It Is; What It Has Done; What It Can Do for Your 
Church,—Kev. P. 8S. Sailer, Norfolk, Va.; adjournment 


to Elon College to attend inauguration of Vresident 


BE. L. Moffitt, at 11:30-a. m. 

Wednesday, May 2—S p. m.,,.devotional exercises, Rev. H. 
W. Elder, Richland, Ga; report on home missions, Rev. 
J. W. Holt, Chairman, Burlington, N. C.; address, ‘The 
Tithe and Systematic Giving for Missions,” J. E West, 
Suffolk, Va. Discussion and vote on the report; report 
of President of Christian Missionary Association, J. O. 
Atkinson, D.D., Elon College, N. C.; miscellaneous 
business ; adjournment and benediction. 








Thursday, May 3—9:30 a. m., devotional exercises Rev. J. 
W. Doffiemyer, Elkton, Va.; roll-call, reading and ap- 
proving minutes; report on Orphanage Fund by Sec- 
retary, Rev. J. L. Foster, Raleigh, N. C.; report of Or 
phanage Committee, W. S. Long, D.D., Chairman, 
Graham, N. C.; address, “The Duty of the Church to 
the Fatherless~and Motherless,” Foster, 





Rev. J. L. 
Raleigh, N. C.; discussion and vote on report; election 


Y 
of trustees for Christian Orphanage, etc. (See Charter). 


miscellaneous business; adjournment; sermon, “Tarry- 
ing for the Vision,” J. P. Barrett, D. D., Covington, O. 


Thursday,’ May 3—2 p. 
Wicker, Sanford, N. 
school Department, 
C.; address, ““The 


m., devotional exercises, Rev. J. D. 
C.; report of Secretary of Sunday- 
Rey. M. W. Butler, Henderson, N. 
Sunday-scheol Work of the Southern 


Church. The Possibilities Before Us,” Prof. S. M. 
Smith, Raleigh, N, C.; election of delegates to the 


American Christian Convention; miscellaneous business ; 
adjournment and benediction. 

Thursday, May 3—8 p. m., devotional exercises, Rev. H. H. 
Butler, Suffolk, Vu.; publications, (a) report of Editor 
of Christian Sun and Publishing Agent, J. O. Atkinson, 

oo 


D.D.; (bd) report of Committee on Publications, FE. L. 
Moffitt, President of Elon College, N. C.; address, “The 
Religious Weekly: Its Place and Power,’ J. O. Atkin- 


son, D. D., Elon College, N. C.; (c) election of Editor 
of Christian Sun and Publishing Agent; miscellaneous ; 
adjournment, and benediction. 

Friday, May 4—9:30 a. m., devotional exercises 
Walters, Harrisonburg, Va.; roll-call, reading and ap- 
proving minutes; report of Committee on Schools and 
Colleges, Rev. W. W. Staley, D.D., Chairman, Suffolk, 
Va.; address, “The Christian College in 


Rev. W. T. 









Its Relation to 


National Life,’ E. L. Moffitt, President .of Elon C<¢ 
lege, N. C.; discussion and vote on report; nominatio 
of ten trustees for Elon College; miscellaneous busi 


Long, D. D., 


ness; adjournment; 
Graham, N. C, 
Friday, May 4—2 p. 
Hunt, Truitt, 
eign Missions, 
News, Va. ; 
Rey. J. W. Harrell, 
vote on report; 


preaching by Db. A. 


m., devotional 
Alabama ; 
Rev. N. 
address, 





exercises, Rey: G. D. 
report of Committee on For 
G. Newman, Chairman, Newport 
“Our Needs and Opportunities,” 
Portsmouth, Va.; discussion 
miscellaneous business; announce 
of standing committees; adjournment and benediction. 
Friday, May 4—S8 p. m., devotional exercises, Rev. I. W. 
Johnson, Suffolk, Va. : sermon, Rev. J. F. Burnett, D.D., 
Secretary American Christian Convention. Muncie, Ind. ; 
closing services. Voluntary heart-to-heart talks, etc. ; 
doxology. Benediction by the ‘President. 


NOTICES CONTINUED. 


OTSEGO QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 

The Otsego County Quarterly Conference will convene with 
the Christian church at Otego May 5, 1906, at 10 o'clock 
a. ™, Wa. A. Carb, Sec'y. 

New Berlin, N. Y., R. F. D. No. 3. 











TIOGA RIVER QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 
The next session of the Tioga River Quarterly Conference 
will be held at West Branch, Pa., May 4, 5, and 6, 1906. 
S. S. GRENOLDS, Sec’y. 
FULTON AND SARATOGA QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 


The forty-second session of the Fulton and Saratoga 
Christian Quarterly Conference will convene at the Chris- 
tian church at Cranberry Creek, Fulton County, May 5 


and 6,,1906. MarTHA A. WISE, Sec’y. 
Galway, April 9, 1906. 


NOTICE TO THE CHURCHES OF SOUTHERN WABASH 
CONFERENCE. 


Our beloved president, Elder J. A. Tracy, has been quite 


seriously indisposed, for several weeks not able even to 
feed himself; is some better at this writing. Will the 
churches please take an offering and send it to Elder 


Tracy? Why not each church send at least 50 cents per 
month until the elder is able to fill his appointments again? 
Rev. J. M. CarMErAN, Vice-lresident. 
ALVIN O. JaAcoBs, Secretary. 


CHRISTIAN BIBLICAL INSTITUTE. 

The thirty-ninth annual meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the Christian Biblical Institute will be held at the In- 
stitute building in Stanfordville, Dutchess County, N. Y., 
Wednesday morning, May 9, 1906, at 9:30 o'clock, for the 
transaction of regular business pertaining thereto, and of 
such other matters as may be necessary. 

A meeting of the Executive Board of the Trustees will be 
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held at the residence of Dr. 


Weston, on Tuesday evening, 
May 8th, at 8 o'cloek. I 


. Coxr., Pres. of Board. 
LESTER Howarp, Sec’y. 


MIAMI OHIO CONFERENCE INSTITUTE. 


The annual institute of the Miami Obio Christian Con- 
ference will meet in the Laura, Ohio, Christian Church, 
Thursday-and Friday, May 24th and 25th. An attractive 
program is being prepared, and will be published later, with 
directions how to reach Laura. All our churches and socie- 
ties should send delegates. 

TIME OF TRAINS. 

Four meet at Laura at 8:55 a. m. 
8:40 a. m. Leave Ludlow -Falls, 
Leave Daytoén and Piqua on traction 
to connect at Ludlow Falls in forenoon. Af- 
run east and Come and enjoy this 
Christian 


Trains on 
Leave 


the Big 
Arcanum, east, at 
west, at 8:44 a. m. 
at 7:00 a. m. 

ternoon in 
gathering of 





west. 
workers. 
B. F. VAUGHAN, Conf. Sec’y. 
Centerville, Ohio. ° 
Rev. A. W. 


Hook, Pastor. 
NEW JERSEY CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE, 
The seventy-sixth annual session of the New Jersey Chris- 


tian Conference will be held this year with the Christian 
chureh at Madisonville, Lackawanna County, Pa., commenc- 


ing on Friday, May 18, 1906, at 10 a. m., and continuing 
over the Sabbath. Teams will meet visitors to eonference 
ut Moscow Station, on the D. L. and W. R. R. by notify- 
















ing Powell, pastor of the church at Madison- 
ville, d chureb cle! will please have their reports 
in . hi the secretar ril 20th. _Members_of, the 
conference and visitors will be made welcome. “Those go- 


i 
the Belvidere division of the Pennsylvania Rail- 





road can pay local fare to Milford, N. J., and there join 
in a el icket to Moscow, l’a., with a prospect of having 
a club ticket at Vhillpsburg, N. J., for those of north and 
east Jersey, they making the artangements for same. 

2 Rey. W. H. HAINeR, Pres., 


DINE, Sec’y, 
ington, N. J., R. F. D. 


Irvington, N. J. 
No. 2. 
MINISTERIAL INSTITUTE. 


Con 















rhe M 1 Institute of the Ne York Eastern 
ference 1 its annual session at Medway, New York, 

commencing Tuesday evening, June 5, 1906. 

PROGRAM 

Tuesday BEvening—7 : 30, song service; 7: 45, Scripture read- 
ing and prayer, Rey. J. P. Winans. Topic, “Spiritual 
Issues in Our Work,” Rev. D. L. Conkling. 

Wednesday Morning—9 :°30, Singir Scripture reading and 
prayer, Rev. G. DPD. Shear yic, “Social Problems: 
How to Meet Them,” Rev. Ge ( McKiernan. Topic, 
“The Federation of the Church,” Rev. J. A. Dillon. 
Topic, “Pray i > He I How to Build 
it up; How Spiritua * Rev. F..E. 
Rockwell. Discussion after members of 





the Institute. 








Wednesday Ajte) yture reading and 
prayer, Kev “Neglected Spots 
in Our Do ns. Topic, “Some 
rraditional Use and Abuse,” 
Re J B Box, Rey. D. L 
Putnam 

Wednesday Even 7:30, Singing, Scripture reading and 
Prayer, Rev..M. D. Lyke ropic, “The | ved Minis 
ter,” Rev. Warren D. Hathaway, D.D. Adjournment. 


OFFICIAL NOTICE. 


The American Christian Convention will meet in 
its regular Quadrennial Session at Huntington, Hunt- 
ington County, Indiana, on Tuesday, October &, 1906, 


and will be called 


to order at 7:30 p. m. The fol- 


lowing named departments are included in the Con- 


vention and will report during the session named 
aboy Missions; Education; Sunday-schools; Chris- 
ian Endeavor; Finance; Vublishing. The program 
I ides for the continuation of the session until 
Monday, October 15, 1906. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION, 





ention has elected 


all 


if the Con. 





have charge of 


the foliowing named persons to 


matters of transportation in 





ty — } 





general dently expected that all mat- 
ters pel iereto will be referred to them: 
Hon. O ck, Rev. L. W. Philips, Rev. W. 





Larnest Rey. W. G. S and Rev. J. 


QO. Atkinson. 


irgent, 


ENTERTAIN MENT. 


The church is to furnish entertainment to all effi- 
cers and accredited delegates, to the extent of lodg- 
ing and breakfast free of <« and dinner and 


iarge, 


‘I 
‘in the dining hall of the church at 20 cents a 


MEMBERSHIP. 


The membership of the Convention is determined 


by the Constitution as follows: 


ARTICLE UL 


The membership of this Convention shall be as 
follows: 
First—Presidents or Principals: of Institutions of 


Learning eudorsed by the Convention or recognized 
as co-operating with it. 

Second—Presidents of State Associa- 
tions and District Conveutions, auxilliary to the Con- 
vention or co-operating with it. 

Third— Each Local Conference, except those of the 
Southern Christian Convention, which is itself so 
entitled, may be represented by one minister and one 


Conferences, 


layman for each seven hundred members or major 
fraction; provided, that no Conference shall be de- 
prived of representation by oue minister and one 


layman in addition to the President. 

Fourth—The officers of this Convention, and the 
members of the Mission, Educational and Sunday- 
schdol Boards hereinafter provided for shall be mem- 
bers of the Convention until the close of the Quadren- 
nial Session following their election. 

O. W. Powers, President. 
J.°F. Burnett, Secretary. 
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THE TRUE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 

(The following address of the sweet 
Bro. S. M. Fowler has long keen wait- 
ing for space for publication. Though 
Bro. Fowler has gone to his Master, 


we give his words to our readers: for 
we had promised to publish the ad- 








dress. Yet it must not be supposed 
that Bro. Fowler expresses the pre- 
vailing views among us. In _ fact, 


much of his ministry was given tothe 
Disciples. And we often thought that 
his return to us was on account of the 
greater liberty he found among us; 
and the absence of suppression. With 
us he found freedom of speech; with 
the Disciples he could not. Yet, editor- 
ially, we have no sympathy whatever 
with the spirit and terms of his theov!- 
ogy; but we have full sympathy with 
the spirit and life of the Christian man, 
—EDITOR. ) 


On being asked to take part with my 
brethren in the ministry in reading a 
paper before you, I selected this subject 
on account of its close and natural con- 
nection with the theme dwelt on a year 
ago, “The personality of Jesus, the 
annointed of God.” 

In fact, it seemed necessary as a 
complement to the thoughts there and 
then advocated. A second reason for 
selecting this theme is, or was, the views 
I entertain, if I understand others, are 
my own and in some respects unlike any 
others I have ever read, or heard ex- 
pressed, except as I have read them in 
the New Testament. 

If I am right, I would be glad to help 
others to get right. If I am wrong, no 
one would be more glad to be set right 
than I. And if this meeting has any 
purpose to accomplish, or end to serve, 
this must be one—to help each other to 
what is true and best in thought’ and 
life. If we are all perfect, there is no 
need of these meetings. Besides, it was 
along this line of thought that I met 
the first unsurmountable difficulties in 
reading and understanding the Word of 
God. Not so much in understanding 
the Word of God as men’s explanations 
of it. I got commentaries and books of 
different authors—Unitarian and Trini- 
tarian, Calvinists and Arminians; a his- 
tory of the Bible and histories of the 
Christian church, or Christianity ;: read 
the history of the Reformation; read 
the creeds of most all of the sects that 
have sprung up amidst conflicting views; 
and I must confess that for years, the 
more. I read and thought the less I 
seemed to know, There are a few things 
that all were agreed in, a few funda- 
mental first truths, and these were 
clearly and fully expressed in the 
Bible, and were apparent in clear- 
eut and well-defined channels, from 
Genesis to Revelation, and that these 
truths were responded to, by human 
reason, the consciousness of man, and 
history of the race. 

So I determined to turn away as much 
as possible from all I had heard and 
read, and thought I believed; and in 
the light of reason and first truth of 
revelation, to which general consent 
was given, and read the New Testament 
in connection with its references to the 
Old—the habits and thoughts of the 
people of its time, to see what it said, 
the truths it taught, and rest my faith 
on its simple direct instructions and 


let the result be what it might, I would 
abide by it. 

And here let me say, that I really be- 
lieve, could we all of us forget all we 
know about Christ and his religion, and 
read for the first time the New Testa- 
ment, we would arise from that read- 
ing fully prepared to enter in the one 
body, in the one spirit, with the one faith 
and the one calling and hope, under the 
one Lord, by the one baptism, with the 
one God and Father, over all, above all, 
and in all. 

In this manner, then, as much as pos- 
sible, let us approach this theme. We 
will lay down, then, as waymarks, as 
guiding truths or facts that all admit, 

I. That there is but one God, and that 
70d is one, 

II. That God, who at sundry times 
and in divers manners spake in times 
past by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken by his Son, of whom it was 
said, Him shall ye hear in all things. 
Whatsoever he shall say unto you, do. 
Ot whom God said from the excellent 
glory. “This is my beloved Son; hear 
ye him.” To him let us hearken. 

III. We will listen to him as talking 
to common people, the strength and pride 
and hope of all lands, who. were his as- 
sociates, of whom he chose his apostles 
and first preachers, and who composed 
the body of the first church; of whom 
it was sdid, “Not many mighty, not 
many wise. after the flesh, hath God 
chosen.” Of the common people who 
heard him gladly; whose childlike dis- 
positions, were blessed with hearing and 
seeing the things hid from the wise and 
prudent, and revealed unto babes. 

IV. We will understand things that he 
said in the light of the habits of thought 
and modes of expression of the people 
to whom he spoke. 

V. We will construe every word or 
work that may seem obscure or marve- 
lous by what is plain and easy to be 
understood upon that subject, according 
to the explanations of Jesus, and the 
confessed understanding of the people as 
clearly expressed by those who heard 
his words, and saw his works. 

VI. We will admit no construction, no 
doctrine, as essential, or even important, 
that cannot be expressed in wholesome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

With these few guiding rules let us 
turn to our theme, The True Divinity 
of Christ. 

We are all aware of the fact that the 
word divinity has a good many shades 
of meaning. Its first meaning is Deity, 
the great First Cause. Then it is shaded 
down to what pertains to God—the 
science of divine things. The divinity 
of truth, of power, of love. That unseen 
power that shapes our ends, or the in- 
satiable soul longing that cries after God. 

I heard a man _ preach on_ the 
divinity of Christ, and he predicated it 
on the fulfillment of a chain of predic- 
tions and promises extending from the 
Garden of Eden to his coronation in 
glory. We have assumed his divinity, 
which, in some sense, no one questions, 
who believes“in God, and that the Bible 
is the word of God to us. But what is 
the root thought or fact pertaining to 
Christ, that is inclusive of these different 
shadings of thought that pertain to him? 

There is where human _ differences 
come in; here is where the truth, as it 
seems to me, is overlooked, or seen dou- 
ble by the fool and wise. 

The first question to be settled at the 
threshhold of our inquiry, is, What was 
Jesus of Nazareth? Was he a man, an 
unique, perfect specimen of humanity, 
with attributes, necessities, and possi- 
bilities, like our own, and cnly like our 
own; did he belong to the genus homo, 
to which we belong; or was he super- 
human, having a nature and needs and 
belonging to a genus peculiarly his own? 
It will be remembered by some who 
were here, that a year ago I dwelt upon 
this subject somewhat exhaustively. A 
little repetition seems necessary to bring 
the subject clearly and fully before us. 
To the last question I have only to say, 
If there existed in him the difference 
of an essential nature, not our own, in 
that we have neither concern, nor need, 
in that we can never know him, nor ap- 
proach him, in that he was man, and 
shared in all that makes us what we are 
(sin excepted),. and only that which 
comes within the range of human possi- 
bilities, under .God, I fully believe from 
the following considerations. 

He is first brought to view as the seed 
of the woman—the seed of Abraham; 
the seed of David, and of the brethren 


of Moses, and like unto him. Isaiah saw 
him a child born, a son given; the man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 

When we turn to the New Testament 
where we have a record of the fuJfillment 
of these early promises, this truth stands 
out more clearly. This genealogy con- 
nects him with David, Abraham and 
Adam. It is affirmed he was made of 
a woman, made of the seed of David ac- 
cording to the flesh, and a partaker of 
the same flesh and blood as that in 
which his brethren shared; and made 
in ali things like unto them, and tempt- 
ed in all points as we are. 

He drew his first life, like other chil- 
dren, from his mother; ate and drank, 
slept and awoke, laughed and played, 
grew in stature and increased in wis- 
dom and knowledge, and in favor with 
God and man, 

When grown up he wrought with his 


‘reputed father; was called a carpenter, 


reckoned among his brethren as one of 
them, and even looked upon as a man 
among men. 

The strongest terms used to designate 
our race, are applied to him. He is often 
called, or calls himself, man, or a man, 
and the Son of man over eighty times. 
He lived like other men; ate, drank, 
slept and toiled; was weary, thirsty and 
hungry ; sometimes joyful in spirit, and 
sometimes sad, and confessed his needs 
in prayer. 

He mingled in social life; had his 
likes and dislikes; those he loved and 
those he repelled; he sympathized with 
the sorrowing and wept over approach- 
ing calamities; and, in sort, was sub- 
ject to every emotion which we feel, and 
tried in all points as we are. If we turn 
to. his most marvelous works, there is 
nothing in them incomparable with his 
perfect manhood; or that led the people 
to think that he was more than the Son 
of the Father—a distinguished prophet 
of God. The fact is he never pretended 
to be superhuman; often assuring those 
who might think he was extravagant or 
blasphemous in his talk, that he of him- 
self could do nothing. 

The Jews were’ familiar with the 
thought of miracles. Their prophets 
and rulers had wrought righteousness ; 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 


the violence of fire, raised the dead to: 


life; stayed the sun in his course, and 
the moon in her shining way; and it 
would avail nothing with them for any- 
one to come among them pretending to 
anything better than they had received 
unless they could show works fully com- 
mensurate with their claims. He was 
understood by his disciples and the well- 
disposed, and none but his murderers 
ever pretended to anything impossible 
or incompatible to a distinguished proph- 
et who walked with God. Thins of the 
conversation at the grave of Lazarus. 
All admit this the most marvelous work. 
He here prays, and acknowledges why 
he prays—that the people might believe 
in him as the sent of God. 


Think of the conversation between the 
Jews and the man born blind, whose 
eyes Jesus had opened. From what they 
saw and heard of the works and the 
words of Jesus, the confession of ‘the 
well-disposed and honest was: “Thou 
art a teacher come from God, for no 
man ean do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him.” Or 
they glorified God who had given such 
power unto men. In fact his works 
were always appealed to, not as evidence 
of his independent divine power, but 
that God had sent him; that he was 
the sent and Son of God, and Savior of 
of men. 

It was in answer to prayer that Laz- 
arus was raised from the dead, and in 
that solemn invocation he acknowledges 
that the Father always heard him, and 
that he then prayed vocally that those 
present might believe that he wrought 
by divine help as the sent of God. 

He further assures his disciples that 
they should do greater works than he 
had done, as if to assure them that he 
had done nothing that with divine aid 
was without the range of human possi- 
bilities, 

“And they went forth and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the words by signs 
following.” Peter in his first sermon on 
the day of Pentecost, refers to him as 
a man approved of God among them, by 
miracles and signs and wonders, which 
God did by him. 

In fact, the most divine works that 
Jesus came to do, and lives to do, he 
did and does as now.. It is by this 
man that forgiveness of ‘sins is preach- 


ed; that they may know that the Son 
of man had power on earth to forgive 
sins. Power was given him to exercise 
judgment, because he was the Son of 
man. “It is by the man Christ Jesus, 
that God is to judge the world, and the 
one mediator between God and man is 
the man Christ Jesus.” 

I think Paul’s philosophy is sound, 
that as the race had fallen in man, in 
man it must be restored. In the fifth 
chapter of Romans, we have an antithet- 
ical argument, setting off the effect of 
the disobedience of one man, by the 
effects of the obedience of the other one 
man. In I Cor. 15, he declares that 
as by man came death, by man — came the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ, the 
second Adam, shall all be made alive. 
Adam the first a natural man; Christ 
the second a spiritual man. The first 
man Adam, a living soul; the last Adam 
was made a quickening spirit. ‘The 
first man is of the earth earthy; the 
second man is the Lord from heaven. 
“As is the earthly, such are they that are 
earthy; as is the heavenly, such are 
they. also that are heavenly. And as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, 
we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly.” ‘The first man was first a 
body, then a soul and Spirit; the sec- 
ond man is first spirit, then soul and 
body——“A body hast thou prepared me.” 

I urge as another reason why I re- 
gard Christ as man, the revealed truth, 
that whatever there was or is in Christ, 
falls within the range of human _ pos- 
sibilities. First, he assured his apos- 
tles that they should do as great or 
greater works than he had done. This 
was true in their subsequent history ; 
and will be true again when the church 
shall have fully recovered from the 
apostacy, and reaches her true normal 
spiritual state. What we call miracles 
is but the normal outworking of a true 
uninterrupted divine life within. Life 
is ever lord of death; and health, the 
‘normal state of man, a directing of 
divine power. 

Second, it is declared that by growth, 
which is the unfolding of germinal 
powers, we are to grow up into Christ 
in all things. That our first perfect 
manhood is to be found only in the 
measure of the fullness of Christ. This 
is the mark of the prize of a full life 
of thought and end; he is the divine 
mind finited,—a receptacle of the ful- 
ness of God. When all are subdued to 
him, he is to be like subject, and God 
all in all. When God had made man 
he rested, for he could do no more. He 
is the place of God’s rest, the divine 
habitation, a mansion in the Father’s 
great-house of thinking, loving, growing 
lives. As man rises to the true level 
of his nature, in the obedience of 
faith, he enters into God’s rest, and 
God’s smiles of good pleasure rest upon 
him. 

It will be seen that when we speak 
of Christ as man it is not on the plane 
of our common or extraordinary human- 
ity. Though he emptied himself, came 
into our state, took upon him the form 
of a servant, and traveled over all the 
way we have to go, even to the death 
of the cross—we have set before us in 
Christ, “The high calling to which God 
invites us.” 


My final and last reason for believing 
in the perfect manhood of Christ is, I 
ean conceive of no higher order of be- 
ing under God than man. He was made 
in the image and likeness of God him- 
self. And Christ is declared to be the 
brightness of the Father’s glory and 
express image of his person—the image 
of the invisible God, the first born of 
the whole creation. 

When God made man, he produced 
in him his highest ideal—the harmoni- 
ous combination of every divine ele- 
ment and thought. On the plane of 


. natural being every element is found 


in him—an epitome of the world itself, 
a microcosm—and on the plane of spir- 
itual being, as at the beginning, angels, 
and authorities and powers are subject 
unto him. 

He is like us only as to the elements 
of our being. He has been like us as 
to the experiences and: conflicts through 
which we have to pass. We shall be 
like him when he shall appear and 
we appear with him in glory, glorified 
together. He is at the goal of the race 
upon which we have but just entered. 
When in the beginning God crowned 
man with glory and honor, it was 
prophetic, only potentially. so. To be 
realized first is Christ—and by us 
in him. The highest and best must be 
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gained through experience; it can’t be 
created. The glory must follow the 
suffering; the song, the victory. Our 
greatness is in our possibilities, his in 
his actual attainments. He stands in 
the light of God, warm with the love 
that changes not, while the best of us 
“here see through a glass but darkly, 
and have only an earnest of the love 
that passes knowledge, and makes the 
fulness of God. 

He alone has seen the Father, even 
the Son of man who came down from 
heaven, and whose abode is heaven; he 
alone, the divine, unsullied by sin, and 
unchanged by wrong, the brightness of 
the Father’s glory, and the exact rep- 
resentation of his character; a _ per- 
fect mind into which the divine thought 
in fulness flows, a harmonious will ever 
acquiescent in the eternal purpose; a 
life rooted in and flowing from God, its 
source, substance and center. God is 
all in him, and all we see in him. His 
life is hid in God. 

The divine mind ever speaks and acts 
through him; so that all he says and 
does is divine, All his works and words 
are the works and words of God. In 
him the divine always triumphed in 
every encounter, subjecting all to divine 
order and harmony, and the uses of the 
heavenly, thus solving the mystery of 
conflict, and showing how temporal suf- 
ferings minister to eternal | gladness. 
So will it be with us, when all is sub- 
dued to the divine inworking, and God 
is allin us all, ~ 

This leads us to a natural and easy 
answer to our question, What is the 
true divinity of Christ? It is Him that 


is true, even his son Jesus Christ, 
who eame into the world that we 


might know even the true God, and eter- 
nal life. There is but one divinity and 
that is above all, through all and in all, 
but only revealing himself in personal 
vital fulness in Christ. 

All the fulmess of the Godhead bodily 
dwelt in him. Every phrase of verity 
and moral excellence dwelt in him. 
The light cf the knowiedge of the glory 
of God shines-in the face of Jesus, who 
is the propitiatory, the mercy-seat, 
where glows the glory—the divine 
shekina, the seal or witness of sins for- 
given. 

The Word, the logos cf God, which 
was ever with God, and was God as a 
man’s intelligence and will are himself, 
by or according to, or in whieh all things 
were made and hold together—which is 
the law and life of being; was made 
flesh—was incarnated in Cirist, consti- 
tuting him the Son of God, the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. This one divinity is the only 
power that saves, the only life that 
lives; the essence that underties all be- 
ing, in which all rosts, and from which 
all springs. When John says God has 
given us eternal life and this life is in 
his Son, it is equivalent to saying that 
God hath given us himself in his Son. 
Hence, says John, whoso denieth the Son 
hath not the Father,if that which ye have 
heard from the beginning remain in you, 
ye also shall continue in the Son and in 
tbe Father. The term or word Son, has 
in it four essential shades of thought, 
time, person, relation and quality. We 
become sons of God as we are born of 
God. God has given unto us_ eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son—the pow- 
er to impart the knowledge of God to 
as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become. sons of God, even 
to them who believed on his name; who 
were born not of the will of the flesh, 
or of man, but of God. 


This divinity is the living Father by 
whom Christ lived, and of whose life 
we partake when we feed on Christ. 

There is no being in all the domain 
of beings that lives and acts of itself, 
independent of the all-sustaining pow- 
er. There is no power but of God, “for 
in him we live, move and have our 
being.” 

Wherever we meet power it is divine: 
wherever we meet truth it is divine; 
wherever we meet wisdom and love they 
ire divine; and wherever we meet alt 
these combined and harmoniously act- 
ing together to the same end, it is divin- 
Ity, God, and these we meet in Christ. 
Hence he becomes to us the almighty, 
Sympathizing friend and brother. For 
God is in Christ, beseeching the world 
by him, and by him reconciling the 
World unto himself. God is in him in 
the church which is his body, and in 
its divine life, the fulness of him who 
fills all in alk . 

The word that was incarnate in’ Christ 
Was to be a perpetual incarnation in the 
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ehurech, which in Christ’s stead is the 
galt of the earth and light of the world; 
the temple of the living God, a habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit. 

God saves us of his mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Spirit, which he sheds on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 

Christ's true divinity is best seeu in 
his perfect humanity. It is only in this 
that divinity can come in’ fulness to us, 
and be seen by us. God is eminent in 
all his works, but can only be manifest 
to us in personal fulness in the perfect 
man, the divine image, the anthroposo- 
phistiec God. Beholding the divine 
thought in the divine image, the divine 
love in the divine likeness, we are 
changed into the same image and like- 
ness from glory to glory as by the spirit 
of the Lord. 

In this view of the subject we neither 
confound Christ with God, nor separate 
him from God; but while we make him 
one with God, we preserve his distinct 
personality, as the I, the Me, and the 
Myself, who of himself could do nothing, 
yet who coming down from heaven to 
do the will of him who sent, judging as 
he. heard, speaking as he had learned of 
the Father, and who wrought according 
to the Divine presentiment, or who did 
as he said whatever he saw the Fath- 
er do, was our Emanuel—‘God with 
us!” 


He was as helpless without God, as 
we would be without him. It would be 
‘vesus I know, but who are you?” But 
it is just as absurd as it seems to me, 
and opposed to. the plain teaching of the 
revealed truth of God, to exalt Jesus 
to the throne of the universe and adore 
him as the self-existent deity, as to put 
the apostles on an equality with Jesus, 
and adore them as the Christ because 
we only know of the Christ through 
them. It is the same divine essence, the 
same truth and love and life, that runs 
through all, quickens all, and fills all. 
He fills, he binds, connects and equals 
all. In that. day, said Jesus, ye 
snall know that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, and I in you. Or as he 
prayed, “I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one, as 
we are one.” Continuing the same 
thought, “He that heareth you, heareth 
me, and him that sent me. He that re- 
ceiveth you receiveth me; and him that 
sent ms. As my Father hath sent me 
into tue world, even so have I sent you 
into the world. As my Father hath 
loved me, even so have I loved you. 
That the love wherewith thou hast 
loved me, may be in them, and I in 
them. If ye keep my commandments, 
ye shall abide in my love even as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments, and 
abide in his love.” So the word, works 
and love of the apostles, and of all who 
believe on him through their word, are 
the words, works and love of Christ and 
God. 

And so while we recognize all growth 
and truth and love, as rooted in God, 
and springing from him, and all effect- 


iveness coming to us through Christ, 
and the apostolic testimony borne of 


him, with the inworkings of the ever 
present Spirit, we will not confound the 
one with the other, but let each fall in- 
to their proper place in the divine or- 
der under the ever adorable one, who 
is above all, through al], and in all. 

S. M. Fow er. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 


LITERARY. 


A REPLY TO J. OGDEN ARMOUR. 


The current Everybody's contains’ Up- 
ton Sinclair’s reply to J. Ogden Ar- 
mour’s recent defense of the Govyern- 
ment inspection of slaughter-houses. It 
is strong writing—almost’ too strong 
for pleasant before-breakfast reading— 
but the subject demands it. 

“T have charged,” writes Mr. Sin- 
clair, “and I charge here again, that 
the so-called ‘potted ham,’ and ‘deviled 
ham’ sold by Armour & Co. consist of 
the old dry waste ends of smoked beef, 
ground up with potato skins, with the 
hard cartilaginous gullets of beef, and 
with the udders of cows, dyed to pre- 
vent their showing white. And the 
Federal inspection has no power to pre- 
vent that!~- The Federal inspection has 
no power to say whether or not any 
measures shall be taken to see that poi- 
soned rats are not ground up in the 
sausage meat, as man after man in the 
yards told me that he had seen; it has 


no power to prevent the ‘doctoring’ of 
spoiled ham with all sorts of chemicals; 
to prevent the preserving of sausage 
with borax and salicylic acid, and the 
dying of it to save the time and expense 
incidental to smoking! It has no power 
to prevent the adulteration of sausages 
with ‘potato flour,’ the by-product of 
the manufacture of potato-alcohol; or 
to prevent the adulteration of lard with 
beef fat, tallow and lard stearin, paraf- 
fin and cottonseed oil. Does Mr. Ar- 
mour deny that all these things which 
I have named are done in his establish- 
ment? If he does deny it, I will refer 
him to the Tenth Biennial Report of the 
Minnesota State Dairy and Food Com- 
missioner, pages 1738, 175, 176, and 182.” 


The Pilgrim for May—the New Pil- 
grim—under new management—in new 
form—-from its new home—makes its 
appearance April 15th resplendent in 
apple blossoms and with all the fra- 
grance of the out-of-door season. The 
cover (designed by Darr) is one of the 
most striking and artistic in any of 
the magazines this year. The New 
Pilgrim has for its motto: “A Maga- 
zine for the Home’—not alone for the 
women, but for every member of the 
family, and is edited with rare discern- 
ment along practical, helpful. wholesome 
and inspiring lines. It is certainly 
worthy of a place in every American 
home and we understand that the cir- 
culation is growing very rapidly, as it 
richly deserves to. $1.00 a year; i0¢ a 
copy; THE Pi1LeRiM, Detroit, Mich. 
—Bulletin. 








HOME DEPARTMENT. 


GOLDEN INSTRUMENTS 


GEONS. 

A steel hypodermic needle is never 
inserted without leaving a permanent 
blue speck in the skin of the patient, 
probably because of the, perhaps, very 
small quantity of impurity—rust or 
otherwise—-which it contains. The 
gold needle invariably leaves no mark 
whatever. Appreciating these facts, ef- 


FOR SUR- 


forts, in which surgeons particularly 
have been interested, have been made 
for years to contrive a process for 


hardening gold so that it could be used 
for the blades of the instruments of 
surgery of all kinds. This is just what 
Dr. Vaughn has accomplished after 
eighteen years of experimenting and 
research. His method consists of the 
employment of heat and chemicals; but 


the tempering process-does not make 
an alloy of the precious metal. Pure 


gold tempered by this process remains 
pure; but the surgical instruments 
which Dr. Vaughn is now manufactur- 
ing, and which are beginning to be 
used extensively in hospitals and by 
practicing physicians and surgeons, are 
of fourteen carats fineness, these being 
as efficient, but not as costly, as in- 
struments of the purest grade of the 
metal. Aside from its use im surgery, 
which is the feature of this new in- 
vention which appeals first, the perfec- 


tion of Dr. Vaughn's process is.of 
world-wide importance in many 
branches. It will probably work a revo- 


lution in many avenues of practical me- 
chanies and make the name of its in- 
ventor as famous as that of Tesla or 


Edison.-—-Henry Shedd Beardsley, in 
Leslie’s Weekly. 

_— -O- ———————e 
RETRIBUTION AND THE PUBLIC. 


The moralists have 
lessons from the fall of some 
greater gods of life insurance. John 
A. MeCall, more sensitive than his as- 
sociates in the New York Life, died un- 
der the stress of exposure, surprised 
to the last that anybody should object 
to his methods. McCurdy, long a major 
god of high finance and Morristown, is 
a broken exile. “James W. Alexander, 
the type and representative of respect- 
ability, the glory of the Princeton Club 
and the University Club, is a crushed 
man. Young Mr. Hyde, whom he be- 
trayed and sought to ruin, is the least 
smirched and ruined figure in the lot. 
But he has missed the career for which 
he was brought up to believe himself 
born. He has been ridiculed and abused 
unmercifully. It is still faintly possi- 
ble that he may be prosecuted criminal- 
ly. But what has the public got by 
the displacement of these once eminent 
persons? 

The rebater Morton gets $80,000 for 
knowing nothing about the insurance 


affecting 
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business—except the rebate habit—and 
shamelessly defends at Albany the in- 
terests of the milkers and bilkers of the 
policy-holders, Thé gréat. Tarbell— 
some say the evil génius of, Alexander 
and the chief conspirator agafnst. Hyde. 
—-the great Tarbell, his mouth felt of 
suggestions as to reform of life insur- 
ance and his pockets full of rebates— 
has anything happened to him? No, he 
knows too much about the business; he 
controls too large an army of agents; 
his. views on commissions are liberal. 
The virtuous Harriman, does anybody 
interfere with him? Why, he was an 
honored guest of Speaker Cannon the 
other night. Young Mr. Hyde is re- 
placed by the tender altruist, Ryan. 
Peabody, 6f the Mutual, is eager for 
reform, isn’t he? See some of his trus- 
tees fighting to cover up their tracks 
and keep control of the swag. New 
York Life, ditto. The New York Life 
pays $50,000 a year for a set of whis- 
kers; and the whiskers go to Albany 
and repeat the loathsome cant about 
life insurance as a “philanthropic” in- 


stitution. Philanthropy at $50,000 a 
year! Perky Perkins is still the great- 


est man in the world, and will make a 
stump speech on the value of his serv- 
ices and read you pa’s letter ata 
moment’s notice. The down-trodden 
agents have made their wrongs heard 
at Albany. They will be able to make 
a living and to spread the light of: life 
insurance. “This thing will all blow 
over in a year or two.” And it will; 
and the policy-holders will be plucked 
as usual. Retribution! Contribution is 
the policy-holder’s specialty. Pay up 
and shut up!—“With the Procession.” 
Everybodys Magazine for May. 


THE FARM. 





SIMPLE LANDSCAPE GARDENING. 


Many a small city yard can become 
un earthly paradise by the addition of 
two or three Lombardy poplars with 
a foxglove border, an arching pine and 
say a few annuals. Annuals which 
grow, blossom and die before the blast 
of winter or the dry season are worth 
just as much as the staid perennials; 
if their life is short, it is brilliant. 
Their number is legion. Mexican and 
horned poppies, wallflowers, zinnia, pe- 
tunia, marigold, four-o’clock, sunflower, 
phlox, sweet pea, bachelor’s buttons, 
morning glory, nasturtium, or perhaps 





DROPSY TREATED FREE, 


$2.50 Worth of New Treatment Will 
Be Sent Free by the Well- 
Known Specialist Franklin 
Miles, M. D., LL. B. 








At first no disease is apparently more 
harmless than dropsy, a little puffing of 
the eyelids or hands or a slight swell- 
ing of the feet, ankles or abdomen. 
Then there is great shortness of breath, 
smothering spells, sitting up to breathe, 
cough, faint spells, sometimes nausea 
and vomiting, even bursting of the 
limbs, and if not relieved, a lingering 
and wretched death. 

Dr. Miles is known as a leading spe- 
cialist in this class of diseases for 25 
years. His liberal offer is certainly 
worthy of serious consideration, another 
opportunity may not occur. 

Bach treatment consists of his Grand 
Dropsy Cure, which includes the three 
best dropsy remedies in one. Tonic 
tablets, a box of Pura-Laxa for regu- 
lating the bowels and removing the 
water. This treatment is at least three 
times as successful as that of most phy- 
sicians. 

Mr. R. Trimmer, of Green Springs, Pa., 
writes: “Your special treatment cured Mrs. 
T. of serious heart disease and os after 
many physicians had pronounced her case 
hopeless.”” 

Mrs. M. B. Morlan, of Rogers, Ohio, says: 
“Dr. Miles saved my life by curing me of 
that awful disease, dropsy and heart trou- 
bie: I suffered terribly.” Mrs. Sophia Snow- 
herg, of No. 292 21st Ave., inneapolis, 
testifies : “Three days after commencing 
treatment for dropsy it was nearly all gone, 
after. two allopathic and two homeopathic 
physicians had failed.” Mr. A. P. Colburn, 
of Blessing, Ia.. writes: “Dr. Miles’ treat- 


ment has performed a miracle for Mrs. C. 
after her leg burst from dropsy.” 


As all afflicted readers may have his 
Dropsy Book and a $2.50 Treatment, es- 
pecially adapted to their case free, -we 
would advise them to send for it before 
it is too late. Discribe your case. Ad- 
dress, Dr. Franklin Miles, Dept. D., 111 
to 121 Main Street, Elkhart, Indiana. 
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HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. 





‘April 26, 1906, 





a little grandmother garden can be 
laid out under the shadow of the tree, 
or an-herb, marsh, or wild garden. 

I recently saw a most beautiful treat- 
ment of a small place some one hun- 
dred feet long by sixty feet wide, hav- 
ing a fence ten feet high, a few feet of 
lawn and the stump of an old tree as 
their only permanent adornment. Chi- 
nese honeysuckle, wistaria and Virginia 
creeper tumbled over that fence, mak- 
ing a picture difficult to equal, impos- 
sible to forget—Samuel Howe in Wom- 


an’s Home Companion for May. 
0 


COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO. 


‘When Frank Stockton started out 
with his Rudder Grange experiences he 
undertook to keep chickens. One old 
motherly Plymouth Reck brought out 
a brood late in the fall, and Stockton 
gave her a good deal of his attention. He 
named each of the chicks after some lit- 
erary friend, among the rest Mary 
Mapes Dodge. Mrs. Dodge was visiting 
the farm some time later, and, happen- 
ing to think of her namesake, she said: 

“By the way, Frank, how does little 
Mary Mapes Dodge get along?” 

“The funny thing about little Mary 
Mapes Dodge,” said he, “is, she turns 
out to be Thomas Bailey Aldrich.”— 
“Under the Spreading Chestnut Tree,” 
in Everybody’s for May. 


OBITUARIES. 


THOMPSON OWEN died at Industry, IIL, 
March 12, 1906, aged 53 years, 4 months 
and 14 days, after a brief illness of five 
days. He was one of Industry’s prominent 
citizens and business men. Funeral from 
the Christian church, conducted by F. Zen 
Burkett. 











MISS ORINDA VAIL died March 23rd at 
her beautiful home in Industry, aged 47 
years, 5 months and 10 days. She was a 
devoted member of the Christian church, and 
a liberal contributor to its support. Funeral 
services from the Christian church by F. Zen 
Burkett. 


T. H. LAMB was born in Ohio, and died 
in Industry, Illinois, February 15, 1906, aged 
81 years, 2 months and 14 days. He was 
a life-long member of tne Christian church, 
and a man of more than ordinary intelli- 
gence. He will be greatly missed. Funeral 
from the Christian church at Industry, IIL, 
conducted by F. Zen Burkett. 


SARAH E. McREYNOLDS died April 9th, 
aged 50 years, 9 months and 23 days, of 
paralysis. She was a widow for twenty-two 
years, and the daughter of Sister Jane Hatha- 
way, who is one of the oldest members of 
the church at Industry. Services from the 
Christian church, Industry, Il., conducted by 
F. Zen Burkett. 


SARAH KEMPER, a mother in Israel, and 
a devoted member of the Christian church, 
died April 17th, aged 74 years, 4 months 
and 13 days. She was ill only six days, 
having suffered a stroke of paralysis on the 
11th inst., from which she never rallied. She 
will be greatly missed. Funeral from _ the 
Christian church at Industry, conducted by 
F. Zen Burkett. 








ANNA LAFLESH was born September 5, 


1863, in Randolph County, Indiana, and was 
married to S. G. Barr in 1889. One daugh- 
ter was born to them. She united with the 
church when young and was an earnest 
Christian mother and beloved by all. She 
met death on April 11, 1906 by hanging her- 
self to a tree at her home; funeral services 
were held by the writer. Interment at the 
Pleasant Hill Christian Church, Grundy Co., 
Mo.—C. W. WEBSTER. 


PERRY WALTER FOWLER was born Oc- 
tober 25, 1889, and was a young man of 
much promise, and especially was he an 
earnest student in school work, having made 
the best grades of any one of his class dur- 
ing the closing term of the Wingate High 
School. He was sick only a few days, and 
bore with patience his brief illness. He 
passed home to his Father very quietly and 
peacefully April 13, 1906, aged 16 years, 
5 months and 18 days. Funeral services at 
Center Christian Church April 15, 1906, by 
J. C. Francis, assisted by Rev. Cash. 


ADAM HANGER died at his home near 
Glady Creek Church, three miles west of 
West Liberty, in Champaign county, Sunday 
afternoon, April 8, 1906, aged 93 years. He 
was born in Augusta county, Virginia, and 
eame to Champaign county at the age of 


18 years. He was united in marriage with * 


Sarah Millholland, February 13, 1840, by 
Elder James Fuson. To this union were 
born six sons and three daughters, of whom 
four sons and two daughters preceded him 
to the world of spirits. This companion of 
his early life died in 1861. He was then 
married to Mary A. Girard, October 19, 
1862, which union was blessed with two sons, 
both of whom with this wife have gone on 
before, the companion having died in Au- 
gust, 1902. Father Hanger was converted 
early in life and united with the Christian 
chureh, and was one of the charter mem- 
bers of the Glady Creek Church, of which 
he was a faithful member at the time of 
his death. His was a long life of useful- 
ness and devotion to the church of his choice 
and the cause of the Master, faithful in 
attendance upon all the services until the 
last few months, when, because of failing 


health, it was impossible for him to attend. 
Toward the end he said with Paul, “To die 
is gain,” and remarked often to his r 
that he was ready to go, that while he re- 
gretted to leave his friends here, that there 
were so many waiting over there. Now he 
is with them, and we can- say with the 
Psalmist, “Mark the perfect man and 
hold the upright; for the end of that man 
is peace.” He leaves to mourn, two sons, 
Henry and Charlies Hanger, one daughter, 
Mrs. I. E. Snook, fourteen grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren, one brother, one 
sister and a host of other relatives and 
friends. Funeral services were held at the 
Glady Creek Church, Tuesday, at 10 o'clock, 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. L. W. Ryan. 
Interment in Fair View Cemetery.—West 
Liberty (Ohio) Banner. 


JOHN C. JACKSON, son of James and 
Sarah Jackson, was born: in Montgomery 
County, Indiana, April 26, 1848. e was 
united in marriage to Catherine J. Snyder, 
April 20, 1873. To this union were born 
two children, Claud and Pearl, who, with the 
wife, survive. The deceased first united with 
the Missionary Baptist Church, and remained 
a member until the organization disbanded, 
when he became a member of the U. B. 
church. Upon his removal to the present 
homestead he united with the Liberty Chris- 
tian Chureh. Since June 9, 1895, he was 
an honored member of the Board of Deacons, 
and fulfilled the duties conscientiously. Be- 
sides his wife, son and daughter, there sur- 
vive him one sister and one half-brother. 
He quietly and peacefully went home on the 
night of April 3, 1906, at the close of an 
earthly pilgrimage of 57 years, 11 months 
and 13 days. Funeral services were held 
at the Liberty church April 5th. Sermon 
by Pastor J. C. Francis, assisted by former 
pastor, Rey. C. A. Brown. 





GEORGE BAGLEY, the brother of Wm. 
Bagley, 1007 Lafayette street, Des Moines, 
Iowa, died at his home in Akron, Col., 
March 4, 1906, aged 80 years. He was born 
at Sharon, Vt. In 1838 he moved to Iowa 
and later in life he moved farther west, 
settling in Akron, Col., where he remained 
until removed by death. Mr. Bagley was 
a direct descendant from Pilgrim stock, for 
in 1620 there landed from the good ship 
Mayflower, Mary Chilton who has the dis- 
tinction of being the first female to-set foot 
on land in New BEngland. Mary Chilton’s 


parents died the first winter after their ar-* 


rival, and later she was married to a broth- 
er of Governor Winslow. Five children 
were born to this marriage. Their daugh- 
ter Susannah Winslow married Robert Lath- 
am. James Latham, their son, married a 
Miss Delevenane. Their son Joseph, mar- 
ried Sarah Hayward in 1717; their son mar- 
ried Mary Pryor in 1748, their son, James, 
married Esther Baker of Royalton, Vt.; 
their son married Miss Jemima Poor, in 
1792. Their son Alsup married Miss Polly 
Cole, whose daughter, born 1801 married 
Simeon Arvin Bagley, the father of the sub- 
ject of this obituary.—Wma. BaGLery. 


MRS. CAROLINE DOWNING ELLIS was 
born at Cooperstown, Otsego county, New 
York, December 18, 1819. he received the 
best education to be had at that time ahd 
taught school for several years: She was 
an exceptionally bright young woman and 
soon won a host of true friends. She was 
married January 12, 1841 to Rev. John Ellis, 
and the Rev. C. I. Butler performed the 
wedding ceremony; the place being at Col- 
umbus Center, Chenango county, New York. 
To them were born ‘six children, Charles R. 
Marshall D., Harriet A., Adaline, Adelaide 
and Mary E.; four of these have passed to 
the Great Beyond. Marshall D. Ellis and 
Mary Ellis (Tucker) remaining. The eight 
grandchildren living, Carrie Ellis Hancock, 
Charles Herbert Ellis, May Ellis, Belle Ellis, 
Pearl Ellis, Marshall G. Ellis, Eva Ruth 
Ellis, Alger C. Ellis. Mrs. Ellis spent a 
great part of her time traveling with her 
husband, who was a Christian minister. She 
has been in all parts of the United States 
lecturing and talking in behalf of church 
and temperance work. The funeral services 
were held in the Christian church at Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, Monday, April 9th, at 10 a. 
m. It was a fitting place to hold the serv- 
ice as Mrs. Ellis was a devout member of 
the Christian church and never missed a 
meeting if she was able to attend. Six 
ministers were the pall-bearers and conduct- 
ed the services. It might be said that two 
weeks before her death she planned her fun- 
eral arrangements and assigned a sentiment 
for each minister as follows: Dr. B. F. 
Clayton, Prayer. Rev. B. F. Hoagland, Life, 
Rev. C. H. Kalbfus, Death, Rev. W. EF. Lay- 
port, The Grave, Rev. B. D. Hypes, The 
Resurrection, and Rey. George D. Black, 
Immortality. Rev. Black being Master of 
Ceremonies. The services were very beau- 
tiful and impressive and were in keeping 
with the beautiful life of Mrs. Ellis. Dr. 
T. M. MeWhinney, Rev. W. Dawson, Rev. 
J. P. Williams, Rev. Richard Herod and Dr. 
Daniel Quinn, were also present on this 
occasion. The church was filled with friends 
from far and near, and the W. C. T. U. 
were present in a body. The many beautiful 
floral offerings were certainly a fine testi- 
mony of the great esteem taken by kind 
friends. Especially emblematical were the 
one hundred white carnations from the W. 
Cc. T. U. and 12 large beautiful calla lilies 
from the Sunshine Club of this place and 
offerings from many other friends. The 
choir furnished beautiful music. The favor- 
ite selections of Mrs. Ellis, “The Home of 
the Soul” and “In the Secret of His Pres- 
ence,” and “Homeward Bound” were sung. 
—From Yellow Springs News. 


MRS. SARAH J. McCARN CRAIG. 


After: an illness of months, in which her 
Christian character was manifest to all, she 
passed away on the 22nd of March last, at 
her home in Rochester, N. Y. Mrs. Craig was 
born in Tompkins County, N. Y., in 1831. 
Early in life she decided, against much oppo- 
sition, to make the practice of medicine her 
profession and life work. She studied at 
Elmira, and graduated from “The Woman's 
Medical College” of Philadelphia. When 
fully prepared by study and experience, she 
came to Rochester, where she practiced for 
nearly fifty years, and was the second womun 


physician in that 


and strong chara secured -not only a 


la: ctice, but hosts of friends in this ~- 
orreieg garden ci 


char iz In 1880 she became 
the second wife of Rev. Austin Craig, D. D., 
the well known and revered president of the 
Christian Biblical Institute. He not only 
found in her a genial, sympathetic compan- 
ion, but his six children and his lonesome 
home found a wise, faithful adviser and an 
ns aeeeniee a — gy ert = 
a bles egacy to s dependent family in 
the mother he gave them and then, as it 
seemed to us, too soon, went to the upper 
countries. The gifted, faithful son-in-law, 
Rev. S. Q. Helfenstein, at the mother’s re- 
quest, officiated at the funeral. The burial 
was in the beautiful cemetery at Rochester. 
WaRREN HATHAWAY. 


MARRIAGES. 


FOSTER—SMITH.—At Fairview, Pa., on 
April 15, by Rev. Charles Rinehart, of Ne- 
vada, Ohio, Mr. Calvin Foster and Miss Myr- 
tle Smith. The bride and groom were both 
popular and successful school teachers and 
members of this church, and enter the mar- 
ried life with the best wishes of their many 
friends. BE. MILLER. 














Agent’s Corner 


OUR MAIL BAG. 
Brother W. H. Elder, of Richland, 
Georgia, writes: 
RICHLAND, Ga., APR. 2, 1906. 
Deak Broruer Hess :—“I can’t afford 
to be without the Hreratp. My grand- 
father subscribed for it in 1808; in fact 
the first copy was in my father’s libra- 
ry at his death. My father took’ it for 
many years—ever since I can remem- 
ber. I have subscribed for life. I en- 
joy its weekly visits. It gets better. 
It is like good wine, “it improves with 
age.” Faithfully, H. W. Eber. 


Sister Wilgus, of North’ Dakota, on 
sending her subscription for the HeEr- 
ALD OF GosPEL LiperTy and The Van- 
guard, says:— 


Deak Brotruer:—In sending in my 
renewal for the dear old HeraLp or Gos- 
PEL Liperty, I wish to say to you, that 
it is my daily comfort. Aside from the 
dear Old Book it is my joy and delight. 
Through it, I seem to be more closely 
united with the “family circle,” I love 
so well, that of the Christian church. 
The last two issues alone are worth 
more to me than twice the price of one 
year’s subscription. I have just sent 
in a two year’s subscription for the 
Christian Missionary, and wish I- could 
do as much for the HeraLtp oF GosPEL 
LIBERTY, 

I believe the Christian church.can and 
has a right to say, There is no better 
denominational literature published 
than that published by the Christians, 
“HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY,” “O@hris- 
tian Sun,’ “Christian Vanguard,” 


“Christian Missionary,’ together with- 


our Sunday-school supplies. While we 
would not be egotistical in saying they 
are the best, we will say for all, There 
are none better. 

They should be read in every home 
of the Christians, and used by every 
church organization of our beloved 
Zion. Vina B. WILGus. 


Minot, N. Dak. 


NEW HOMES IN THE WEST. 


Over a million acres of land will be 
thrown open to settlement on the Sho- 
shone Indian Reservation, August 15, 
1906. These lands are reached by the 
Chicago & North-Western R’y from Chi- 
cago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Omaha and 
other points in the Mississippi Valley. 
Send 2¢ in stamps for pamphlets, maps, 
and full particulars to W. B. Kniskern, 
Pp. T. M., C. & N. W. R’y. Co., Chicago. 


FREE SAMPLE. 


The cleanest farm and home paper 
on this continent. 

No patent medicine ads, no mining 
stock or oil ‘stock ads, no whiskey ads, 
no fakes of any kind. Brief and to 
the point. A host of BIG CLUB- 
BING OFFERS. All Free. 

Send the name and address of your- 
self and friends, on a card, today. 

MODERN FARMER, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 


Her fidelity, skill 


“The Beautifu 







AWFUL NEWS. 


Hundreds die daily by colds, la grippe, 
typhoid, pneumonia, tuberculosis, oe 


rather than put one ounce of oil of - 


origanum in one pint of alcohol, and ada 
one-half ounce each of camphor and 
opium gums, and inhale( not smell, but 
for headache), constantly 
hours), until sneezing and cold-taking 
is stopped in 10 or 60 minutes, and never 
have grip, typhoid, pneumonia, nor con- 
sumption ; or cure either at any stage, by 
constant inhaling, and swallow teaspoon- 
ful and bathe patient all over with the 
medicine every hour or two until cured 
in 6 to 12 hours. Consumption thus cur- 
ed in last stage in 4 to 8 weeks, and nerv- 
ous rheumatism and Bright’s Disease in 
2 or_8 months. A. R. HEatu. 








Children’s Day Program 
No. 18 


Children’s Day prugram No. 18. By C. Y. 
Strickland & Son, for the summer of 1906 is 
now ready. No pains have been spared in 
its arrangement. It contains sixteeen pages 
of choice music, recitation, class exercises, 
etc. Following are the titles of the music: 
“Song of Welcome,” “Beautiful Gifts,” “Beau- 
tiful Flowers,” “The Beautiful Life,” ‘The 
Golden Chain,” “Bring the Flowers.” 

The special features of this program are 
two fine class exercises: “The Chain that 
Binds Us hs peg for eleven children; 

Life,” dn exercise for eleven 
children. [In addition to these there are a 


number of choice recitations. All of the. 


above are in Children’s Day Program: No. 
Price per co 5e; r doz., 50¢; r 100 
$4.00. PY; pe pe 


Cross Drill 


FOR CHILDREN’S DAY 
BY C. V. STRICKLAND & SON. 


A new and very. attractive exercise for 12 
to 16 girls of intermediate or Gdiemnena 
classes. 

It gives directions for the use of @ large 
cross appropriately decorated with letters 
and flowers, showing forth the idea of mutual! 
love existing between Christ and the children, 
in a moral and unusually pleasing manner. 

A very pretty effect is produced by the 
girls marching to form a cross and in this 
position the first stanza of “All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’ Name” is sung. A crown is 
brought in and hung on the cross and later 
each girl in turn offers her tribute of flowers 
to be hung on the cross in an artistic man- 
ner. 

It is a marching exercise and each move- 
ment is fully described and illustrated with 
easily understood diagrams. 

In addition to the drill a march is given 
on the last page, thus providing suitable 
music throughout the drill. 

A simple little change is suggested which 
— make this a suitable Christmas exer- 
cise. 

— per copy, 10c; price, per dozen copies, 


Send all orders to 


J. N. HESS, Dayton, Ohio. 


— 
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